SIMPLE TRUTH 
VINDICAT ED: 


IN 
sundry important Theological 
Queries; which are examined 
and reſolved by the 
Scriptures only: 


Under FOUR HEADS; 
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I: The Knowledge of the True Gop. 
II. Exhortations to Faith and Obedi- 
| ence. 
III. The Nature and Effects of juſtify- 
| ing Faith. | 
iv. The Nature, Manner, and Evi- 
| dences, of theWork of the Spirit 
of God on the Hearts of Men. 


1 PETER um. 15. 
e ready always to give an anſwer to every man that 
aſketh you a reaſon of the hope that is in you, with 
meekneſs and fear: having a good conſcience ; that 
whereas they ſpeak evil of you, as of evil doers, 
they may be aſhamed that falſly accuſe your good 
converſation in Chrift. 
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ANY others beſides Pilate have pro— 
Puſed the queſtion, IVhat is Truth? 
without having patience to wait for an an- 


fewer, from him who was ſent to bear wit- 


neſs of the truth, and whoſe voice every 
one that is of the truth hears. And when 
it is replied, ** God's word is truth,” it 
bas ſeemed rather like adjourning or evading 
than anſwering the queſtion; as it is imme- 
diately replied, The mojt abſurd imaginations 
have claimed this ſacred ſanfion, by a pre- 
tence to evidence in the divine records, But 
Hugh the devil ſhinld come with, “It 1s 
written,” will that be any reaſon againſt 
our anſwering, ** It is written again? No 
lover of the ſcriptures can conſent to the 
thought, that we have a ſtandard of truth 
capable of being ſtretched or contracted by 
the wiſdom of the Scribes and diſputers of 
is world. 
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Yet ſome ſuch thought muſt have given 
birth to the cuſtom of appealing (with a neg- 
left of the ſcriptures) to human ſymbols, as 
more determinate, and expreſſive, and to 
other human ſuffrages, as more intelligible 
and inſtruftive. 

Hence it comes, that when ſome ſuch 
gueſtion as, What is Truth? has riſen in 
the mind, each party of profeſſors bave 
uſually ſubmitted to the anſwer given to it 
by the guides they ſeverally moſt admire, The 
reader will find nothing of that here: the 
author being fully ſatisfied, the ſcriptures 
are able to make him wiſe to ſalvation, which 
is the ouly wiſdom be at preſent thinks ne- 
eefſary. For this reaſon he has purpoſely 
avoided any ſhew of the wiſdom of this 
werld that cometh to nothing ; nor will it 
give him any pain or offence, if the reader 
concludes he has nothing that will bear to be 
called by that name. As he has not wrilten 
a line or ſentence with intent to pleaſe any 
religicus partly in the world, ſo neither has 
te with deſign to diſpleaſe any; therefore 
will think himſelf quite free to treat with 
neglect ſuch (if any ſuch there ſhould be) 
who nay pleaſe to be mightily out of humour. 
Such ſhall always be welcome to him, who 
fay, „Be not unwiſe, but underſtanding 
what the will of the Lord is:“ but he muſt 
be excuſed for not hildins the doctrines on 
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which he thinks elernity depends, as matters 
of doubtful diſputation : Their 1mportance 
will warrant the warmeſt ſolicitude to hold 
faſt the faithful word, and contend earneſtly 
fer it; keeping in mind, that what may 
ſeem a little difference in words, may tend to 
great and miſchievous conſequences in their 
effefts, on the truths here contended. for. As 


for inſtance; If we grant any tendency of 


the mind towards God, or the moſt feeble 
effort towards believing in an unbeliever, 
preparatory to, and qualifying him for ac- 
ceptance with God; we give up this truth, 


„ that it is not of him that willeth, nor of 


him that runneth, but of God that ſheweth 
mercy. 

And this ſolicitude is the more neceſſary, 
a5 weare warned of ſome who ſhould riſe, even 
among the churches, who ſhould © privily 
bring in damnable hereſies, (and it ſeems 
very acceptable to men too) for, ** many 
ſhall follow their pernicious ways :** Nor do 
the ſcriptures warrant us to expect the many 
n any other than pernicious ways; though 
tle leaders in them, ſtill profeſs to adhere to 
the Lord the Redeemer , or elſe it could not 
be ſaid, they privily brought in their hereſy. 

So that the foll;ywins thoughts do not pre- 
tend to the favour of the world, whatever 
form it may aſſume ; but every one that is 
of Gd will receive them as far as they per- 
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ceive them conſiſtent with that which is in 
truth the word of God ; and they cannot 
with a good conſcience bid them God ſpeed 
any further. 

As nothing can more fully prove a man to 
be of the world, than kis ſpeaking of the 
world, and being heard by it; ſo we have 
no other proof that we are of God, than our 
Bearing the apoſtles , for he that heareth 
them, heareth Chriſt, / is one of his ſheep. 
T his indeed gives little hope of ſuch an event, 
as a late writer ſeems to have thought he had 
fome proſpect of-. I will not deſpair, ſays 
he, of bringing men of wit, into a love and 
admiration of ſacred WrIHINgs; and I promiſe 
myſelf to ſee the day, when it ſhall be as much 
the faſhion among men of politeneſs, to admire 
a rapture of St Paul, as any fine expreſſion 

in Virgil or Horace; ; and to ſee a well 

dreſſed young man produce an Evangeliſt 
out of his pocket, and be no more out of 
countenance, than if it were a claſſic print- 
ed by Elzevir.“ 

As this is not the caſe at preſent with 
men of faſhion, the author has no hopes of 
their patronage : Nor has he more to hope for 
from the men of devotion, who, conſcious of 
the diſtinction they have obtained among men, 
are ready with ſolemn contempt, and a grave 
countenance, to ſuggeſt their honeſt ſuſpicions 


of ſome deadly _—_— in the following 
ihaugnts, 
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S thoughts, to bring in another goſpel than that 
© they have received, or io looſen the bonds of 
= duty, and obligations to obedience, for which 
© they as ſtewards of the myſteries of God con- 
;ceive themſelves accountable, If any thing 
of this ſort ſhould happen, he has no other 
defence than, e Let God be true, and every 


man a liar.” If yet there ſhould be any 
danger from ſuſpicion of more being intended 


* than is expreſſed, I can only ſay, I conſcien- 
2 tioufly think ** I have renounced the hidden 
things of diſhoneſty, not walking in craftineſs, 


nor handling the word of God deceitfully:“ 


| And therefore ** have uſed great plainneſs 


| of ſpeech,” endeavcuring that all ſhould 


4 


gree to the confirming the ſouls of the diſ- 


1 know what I intended by what 1 declared, 


And if after all, ſome things be either in- 


accurately, or imperfectiy expreſſed, t 1s 
| that I could attain to; and 1 flatter myſelf 
it will be more difficult to faſten an exotic 


meaning to my werds, than to underſtand 
them as intended. And if this be attempted, 
it muſt be becauſe it does not ſuit every man 
publicly to oppoſe the things here contended 
or. 

If the following remarks tend in any de- 


ciples, or excite any to aſk ſerionfly, What 


hath the Lord ſpoken ® Or if they ſhould be 


fo far bleſſed by him, who teachelh to profit, 


| af to turn any from the error of their ways, 


or 
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or to ſhew any the ſnares of ſuch, who by | 
good words and fair ſpeeches, deceive the ® 


hearts of the ſimple, my utmoſt dęſire is gra- 
tified; then, neither reader, nor author, 
have waſted their time or labour; but may 
both rejoice in the proſpect of the day, when 
that which is in part ſhall be done away, 
and we ſhall know as we are known. This 
the author thinks is no preſumption to hope 
for, as he well knows, the cauſe of Chriſt 
has uſually been promoted, and the ſpiritual 
houſe edified, by ſuch tools in his hands, as the 
world would not think worth uſing. That the 
following performance may prove this laſt re- 
mark to be true, is (for the reader's ſake) the 


unfeigned prayer of, 


Tu AUTHOR; 
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SIMPLE TRUTH, @c. 


I. Concerning knowledge of the revealed 
character of the true God. 


RE juſt conceptions of the true God 
eſſential to acceptable worſh1, and 
to eternal happineſs ? Yes. (But by 
? juſt conceptions are not intended conceptions 
2 cqual to his boundleſs. perfections; but ſuch 
7 conceptions of him as are conveyed to the 
mind by his own declarations in his word) 
If theſe are not eſſential to acceptable wor- 
hip, we may worſhip we know not what, 
and preſent our ſervices to an unknown God 
| and yet be accepted; but, (a) without faith 
it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, for he that 
= cometh to God, muſt believe that he is, and 
at he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
teek him.” Nor can any thing direct our ad- 

| ey to, or ſupport our hope in God, but a 
vclation of his perfections, as ſuiting our 

| w — it be true, (& 00 hoſoeverſhall 
call on the name of the Lord ſhall be ſaved;“ 
yet it will be aſked, „ How ſhall they call 
on him in whom they have not believed? 


eee 


(a) Heb, xi. 6. (5) Rom. x. 13, 14. 
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2 Concerning Knowledge of 


and“ how ſhall they believe in him of | 


whom they have not heard?“ 

And as it is eſſential to our worſhipping 
acceptably, ſo it muſt needs be to our eter- 
nal happineſs; for, ic) The Lord Jeſus 
ſhall be revealed from PR bo in flaming 
fire, taking vengeance ox them that know nt 
God.” 

Do not all that profeſs to believe lhe ſerip- 
tures know tte true Gd? No; for they may 
vet be of the world, of whom Chriſt ipeaks, 
(4) „O rizhteous Father, the world hath not 
known thee.” And leſt we ſhould think by 
the world he meant the Heathens, he tel! 
the Phariſees, who worſhipped only oneGod, 
and hated images, and who were ready to ſay, 
« We have one Father, even God,” yet to 
them he ſaith, (c) It is my Father that 
honoureth me, ct whom ye iay, that he 
is your God: yet ye bade nut known bim.“ 
From hence, he told his diſciples, their A: 

oſition to his golpel proceeded; ( f) < Theſe 
things will they do unto you, b-ca!je they 
have not known the Father, nor me.“ Nor 
yet can we ſay, that all that profeſs to 
believe in Jeſus Chriſt, know the true 
God. 1 Cor. xv. 34. Some have not 
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the knowledge of God, I ſpeak this to 


our ſhame :” 5.0 that even m embers of goſ- 


pel churches, gathered by the apoſtles, might 


(c) 2 Theſſ. i. 8. c John xvii. 25. 
(e) John viii. 54. (John xv1. 3. 
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be of the number of them, „ that knew 
not God, nor obeyed the goſpel.” 

Is the knowledge of the true God ever ob- 
_ but by the ſpectal operation of his Spirit? 
No, (g) “ for it is God who commanded the 
light to ſhine out of darknels, hath ſhined 
in our hearts, to give the light of the knows 
ledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jeſus 
Chriſt,” Beſides, the Scriptures repreſent 
the human mind as averſe to, as well as 
blind concerning the true God; which oc- 
caſioned Paul to ſay concerning the goſpel 
he preached, (5) “ The weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal, but mighty /brough 
Cod, to the pulling down of fir ong holds, 
caſting down imaginations, and every high 
thing chat exalteth itſelf againſt the knows 
ledTe of God.” So that to know the Lord 
according to the Old Teitament (i) promiſe, 
is to have our natural darkneſs Giſpelled, 
and natural pride ſubdued, which God only 
can do: without which being done (&) 
„ue are alienated from the lite of God, 
through the ignorance that is in us, becaule 
of the blindneſs of our heart.” 

Does not be that has other notions of 
God than were exhibited when be was mani— 
t in fleſo, worſhip a falſe or an unknown 

g 2 Cor. iv 6. % 2 Cor. x. 4. 
{7 ) Jer. xxl. 34. (+) Ephel, iv. 18. 
B 2 Go 


4 Concerning Ruotoledge of 

God? Yes; for (!) “No man knoweth the 
Son but the Father: neither knoweth any 
man the Father, ſave the Son, and he to 
whomſoever the Son will reveal him.” Yet 
they may retain the name, and claim relation; 
as the children of ae proclaimed a feaſt 
to the Lord, whenthey made the calf. 

To this manifeſtation of the true God, 
John refers, as that alone which could ſecure 
them, or can ſecure us, from idolatry; for 
a man may ſet up his idol in his heart, with- 
out having one of wood or ſtone in his houſe; 
or may worſhip a falſe God, without a gra- 
ven image. He therefore ſays, We know 
that the Son of God is come, and hath given 
us an underſtanding that we may know him 
that is true: //7s 15 tbe true CD, and eternal 
life. Little children, keep yourſelves from 
idols.” As no man can have any knowledge 
of God, but from God himſelf, therefore 

(20 God proclaimed his name before Mc/es, 
and manifeſted his name (or that by which 
he would be known) in the perſon of Chriſt; 
who ſays, (o) “ have declared unto them 

ny name, and will declare it, Sc.“ And as 
12 1s called the (p) image of the indiſible Goa, 

: "HS we can have no juſt conceptions 

7, fo pay no acceptable worſhip to God, 


Y Matt. xi. 27. in) 1 John v. 20, 21. 
| 1 Exod. xx iv. 6. {o ) John xvii. 26. 
) Col. i. 15. 


but 
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but as we are inſtructed by this manifeſta- 
tion. And no man can worſhip a falſe 
| FX God, without renouncing the true. 

Did the diſtributicn of the divine favours, 
when God was manifeſt in fleſh, appear to 
be chiefly made to the characters maſt bigb- 
ly eſteemed amongſt men? No; for he that 
was to maniteſt the divine perfections de- 
clared to them that juſtified themſelves be- 
fore men, (4) That which is highly e- 
ſtcemed amongſt men, is abomination in 
the ſight of God.“ And in conſequence 
of this declaration, ( The world hated 
him, becauſe he teſtified that the works 
thereof were evil.” It cannot be ſuppoſed 
they hated him for teſtifying that murder, 
adultery, rapine, Sc. were evil; in this they 
were of his mind: but it is plain their anger 
aroſe from his contempt of what they were 
proud of; therefore when he ſpake of open- 
ing blind underſtandings, they tartly replied, 
« And are we blind allo?” When he ſpake 
of the freedom he came to proclaim, they 
LB preſently ſhew ſurpriſe, and ſay, 's) We be 
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© Aravam's ſeed, and were never in bondage 
do any man; how ſaiſt thou then, ye ſhall be 4 
> © made free?” Here was the offence; and ö 
ö its conſequence was, (2, ͤ Publicans and | 

harlots went into the kingdom of God Y 

(4) Luke xvi. 15. (r ) John vii. 7. I 
John viii. 33. (t) Matt. xxi. 31. 2 
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before them.” Thus he made fooliſh the 
wiſdom of this world, and ſtained the pride 
of all their glory, while he received ſinners 
and eat with them, and was known to be 
a friend of publicans a"! ners; and yet 
not ſo as to leave roon. ſuſpect that the 
pride and ſelf- dependence ot the Phe riſee, 
was invincible to his omnipotence; for 
Haul was tuch a trophy of all- conquering 
grace, as fully to evince the divine character 
to be, as expreſſt d in that declaration, I will 
have mercy on wihem I will have mercy, And 
indeed every act of mercy recorded of God 
incarnate, is calculated to diſplay the ſove- 
reignty of grace, in relief and ſalvation be- 
ing brought to the miſerable, guilty, and 
helpleſs. | 

So that ſuch profeſſors as deny this part 
of the divine name, cannot be ſaid to 
know the true God, as he was maniteſted 
by the acts of ſovereignty that appeared in 
thoſe diſplays of mercy which, Chriſt gave, 
and wherein he declared, () What things 
the Father doth, the ſame doth the Son like- 
wiſe:“ So are not at preſent partakers of 
that promiſe, They ſhall all know me 
from the leaſt to the greateſt,” 

I not the revealed charafter of God, the 
only ground of cur truſt and confidence in him? 
Yes: (w) We mult know whom we have 

5 (xr) 2 Tim. i 12. 

believed, 
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believed, or elſe we cannot be perſuaded 
he is able to keep that we have committed 
to him.” For this reaſon God propoſes 
that character to our view, under which we 
may look to him for ſalvation, / Va. xlv. 21, 22. 
There is no God elſe beſides me, 4 7/7 
Gal. and a Saviour; there is none beſides me. 
Look unto me, and be ye faved, all ye ends 
of the earth: for J am God, and there is none 
elſe.” So the perſons are deſcribed by the 
ground of their hope: The (x) Lord alſo 
will be a refuge for the opPreſ fed, a refuge 
in times of trouble; and 25 ey that know thy 
name will put their truſt in thee :** Certainly 
not all that know he is called Jehovah, Sc. 
but all that know him under the character of 
a refuge for the oppreſſed, In this reſpect (y) 
the name of the Lord is a ſtrong tower, 
the righteous runneth into it, and is fate.” On 
this account we ſo often read ſuch expreſſions 
as theſe, Let them that ive thy name, be 
Joyful in thee. According to by name ſo is 
thy praiſe, O God, unto the ends of th: 
earth. For !5y name ſake lead, paraor, &c.“ 
Now if there were not incentives to love, 
truſt, and praiſe, contained in the di vine re- 
vealed character or name, theſe expreſſions 
would be utterly unintelligible ; but if the 
divine name be thus underſtood to ſignify 
God's revealed character, we ſee how it be- 


(x) Plal. ix. 9, 10. (y) Prov xvill. 10. 
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8 Concerning Knowledge of 


comes a plea for pardon, guidance, Sc. as 
it is all the promiſes in epitome; and plead- 
ing for his name ſake, is pleading the grace 
revealed in his name. For the ſame reaſon 
Chriſt is called ihe Name of the Lord, as he is 
e the expreſs image of his perſon, and 
brightneſs of the Father's glory,” as in 
him we behold a glorified man, exerciſing 
every divine perfection under the engaging 
character of Saviour of men. 

As the favour of God is lite, and every 
man's conſcience witneſles it is forfeited ; 
Mill not every miſtake about the means of re- 
gaining is, amount to a denial of the only Lord 
God? Yes; 2) If there be no other name 
given among men whereby we muſt be 
laved, but the name of Jeſus,” he that truſts 
an yother way of regaining the favour of God, 
denies that he is (a) „well pleaſed for his 
righteouſneſs ſake;“ ſo receives not the teſ- 
timony from heaven, but makes God a liar, 
« in that he believes not the record he hath 


given of his ſon, nor that he hath made us 


accepted m him the Beloved.” 

Nor does he believeGod's report concern- 
ing mankind, that << they (5) are all gone 
out of the way, they are together become 


(z) AQsiv. 12. (a) Ia, xlii. 21, 
{6) Rom. iii. 16-18, 
unPpro- 


the true GOD. 9 


unprofitable, there is none that doth good, 
no not one.” 

Now as this is God's teſtimony of his 
Son, and of us, and of our acceptance for 
his ſake, there can no miſtake happen about 
this, but he that makes it muſt deny abſo- 
lute juſtice; as he will ſuppoſe acceptance to 
riſe partly, at leaſt, from partial obedience 
and impertect ſervices; (not to ſay, as Imight, 
when performed with this view, from things 
that are abomination in the ſight of God) 
ſo that his God-is not the nt God, and the 
Saviour: Nor in his view 1s it merely of God 
that ſheweth mercy; for he conceives that God 
is „ altogether ſuch an one as himſelf,” able 
and ready to help the well- di ſpoſed, but one 
that has no favour for the utterly worthleſs 
and abandoned; fo, in fact, neither juſt nor 
merciful in perfection. But none that know 
God can ſay, This is he whole grace brings 
ſalvation. 

Now, except it could be ſaid that a man 
may own the true God, and yet deny his 
revealed character, and conceive of him 
oppoſite to the truth of the e myſtery of 
God, and of the Father, and of Chriſt,” 
we cannct ſay better to him than, (c) 
„Curſed be the man that truſteth in man, 
and maketh fleſh his arm, whole heart de- 
parteth from the Lord ;” for “ though he 
(e, Jer. xvii. 5. 


B 3 ſay 
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10 Concerning Knowledge of 
fay he is his God, yet he hath not known 


him.“ 

Beſides, if he may know the true God, 
and yet miſtake about acceptance with him, 
it will follow he may have eternal life in his 
miſtake, and conſequent rejection of the 
Beloved ; for if he knows God, (d) “ This 
is life eternal, to know thee the only true 
God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt 
ſent.” But if the knowledge of the way 
of acceptance with God, is inſeparably con- 
nected with, and a part of, the ſaving 
knowledge of him, he that has it not, does 
not believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, ſo can- 
not in his preſent mind, by believing, have 
life through his name; of ſuch we may ſay, 
as Hoſer v. 4. „Their works will not permit 
them DIV99yn INV RY to turn to their 
God; for the ſpirit of whoredoms is in the 
widit of them, and hey have not known 
the Lord.“ Whereas all that know the Lord, 
thankfully accept the caution, ** Let not the 
wiſe man glory in his wiſdom, neither let the 
mighty man glory in his might, let not the 
rich man glory in his riches.” (But let him 
that glorieth, glory in this, at he under- 


Randeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord, 


which exerciſe loving-kindneſs, judgment, 
and riqhteouſneſs in the earth: For in theſe 
things I delight, ſaith the Lord,” Nor 
but for the ſovereignty with which divine 


221 


1 11 * 1 A " SER. Jo — 
0 47 3 Van VII. 2 7 ger. 42 0 24. 
ravOUrs 


. inc: 


the true G 0D, 11 


favours are diſpenſed) can he that hath re- 

2ived an underſtanding to know him that 
is true, conceive how 1t 1s that Chriſt will 
manifeſt himſelf to him, and not to the 
world. 

Can he be ſaid to know the true God, who 
does not obey him? No; (F) “ for hereby 
we do know that we know him, if we keep 
his commandments.” He that ſaith T know 
him, and keepeth not his commandments, 
is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” It is 
true, there have always been ſome g) who 
profeſs that they know God, but in works de- 
ny him, being abominable and diſobedient, 
and to every good work reprobate.” Yet, 
it is no leſs true, (%) He that ditb cvil bath 
19t ſeen him, neither known him.“ Nor will 
the obedience of ſuch as know the Lord, be 
like that of thoſe men who{:)**feared the Lord 
and ſerved other gods.” For he that gave them 
underſtanding to H him that is true, has 
alſo taught them to do a , whatloever 
lie hath commanded them. 

And as they (k&) eſcape the pollutions 
of the world, hr! the knowledge of toe Lord 
and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, fo their joy in 
this ſervice is all from this knowledge, as, 
) Grace and peace is multiplied to them, 


{f) 1 John ii. 3, 4. 20 Tit. i 16. 
(hb) 1 John iii 6. (% 2 Kings xvii. 33. 
(9% 2 Pet. li. 20. (1) 2 Pet. i. 2. 
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through the knowledge of God, and of Jeſus 
their Lord : According as his divine power 
hath given them all things that pertain to 
life and godlineſs, 1hrough the knowledge of 
him that called them to glory and virtue.“ 
So that (2) „ fruitfulneſs in every good 
work, 1s the conſtant attendant on increaſing 
in the knowledge of God.” 


SSIS SIS$IISISISSIESSSESSEIHT $$$ 


II. Of exhortations to faith and obedience. 


RE unbelievers to be exhorted to obe- 
dience to God's commandments 2? Yes; 
whatſoever is matter of duty, is ſubject 
of exhortation ; and it is every man's duty 
perfectly to keep the commands of God, 
We are theretore to remind them that God 
lays, (a) „ Repent, and turn yourſelves 
_ your tranſgreſſions; ſo iniquity ſhall 

107 be your ruin. Caſt away from you all 
ox our tranſgreſſions, whereby ye have tranſ- 
greſſed, and make you a new heart, and a 
new ſpirit ; for why will ye die, O houſe of 
Iſrael? For I have no pleaſure | in the death 
of him that dieth, ſaith the Lord God: 
wherefore turn yourſelves, and live ye.” 
And we may encourage to diligence herein, 
by imitating Maſes deſcribing the righteouſ- 


(z) Coloſ. i. 10. (a) Ezek. xviii. 30— 32. 
neſs 
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neſs which is of the law, “that the man 
which doth theſe things ſhall live by them.” 
For thus Chriſt anſwered the queſtion of the 
young Ruler, (5) What good thing ſhall 
do, that I may have eternal life? If thou 
wilt enter into life, keep the command- 
ments.” For there is no promiſe of life to 
the doing of any good thing, except all the 
commandments be kept; as “ he that of- 
fends in one point is guilty of all,” ſo falls. 
under the curſe that belongs to him that 
continues not in all things. So that exhor- 
tations to any duties lets than perfect obe- 
dience, as a means of obtaining that life 
that lies in God's favour, have no Scripture 
warrant: as there can be no medium be- 
tween obtaining life by that obedience that 
has the promiſe of life annexed to it, and 
receiving it of free gift; not by working 
at all, but believing in him that juſtifies 
the ungodly. (c) « For the wages Of ſin 
is death: but the gt of God is eternal 
life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.“ 

But when unbelievers are convinced they 
cannot perfectly keep the commandments 
of God; May they not be exbort:d to ſome 
duties, asmeans of obtaining that faith by which 
the juſt live? No; the Scriptures no where 
deferibe the duties by which faith is acquired, 
nor exhort to any duties, as the means of 


(6) Matt, xix. 16, 17. (c) Rom. vi. 23. 
obtaining 
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obtaining a ſaving intereſt in Chriſt. The 
Scripture exhortation to ſuch as perceive 
the juſtice of God, and their own deficiency, 
is, Believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt;” while 
yet it conſtantly affirms the faith of ſuch 
as do believe (d © is the gift of God,” 
who (e) is found of them that ſought 
him not: ſo that if God gives them to 
believe who were not ſeeking him, it is 
plain they had uſed no preparatory endea- 
vour, nor ever deſired to believe; nor is it 

Mble any unbeliever can deſire to believe 
the Goſpel, though he deſires eaſe of mind; 
if we conſider, the perſon exhorted is an 
unbeliever yet. Now the ſtate of his mind 
mult be this, ignorance of the Goſpel-hope, 
and enmity againſt its truths, Is it poſſible 
that he ſhould wiſh to believe what he doth 
not underſtand, or wth to embrace what he 
hates? 

Now if any works were previouſly ne- 
ceſſary to obtain faith, the thief on the 
croſs, the jailor, &c. and indeed all Scrip- 
ture converſions, were defective therein; for 
they had none but bad ones : nor is it poſ- 
ſible theſe preparatory works ſhould be 
good ones, as (F) „ without faith it is 


impoſſible to pleaſe God.” 


(4) Epheſ. ii. 8. [e) Iſai. Ixv. 1. 
/) Heb. xi. 6. 


Beſides. 
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Beſides, What hinders the convict from 
believing immediately on his finding him- 
ſelf miſerable? Nothing but a deſire to 
obtain ſome diſtinction that ſhould give the 
Goſpel - promiſes ſome direction towards 
him in particular; but when he has ob- 
tained this (or thinks he has) and believes 
by virtue of it, What does he believe? Not 
on him * that is able to fave to the utter- 
moſt all that come to God by him; “ for 
this is believing in him that juſtifies the 
ungodly, and would have ſuited him with- 
out any encouragement taken from his 
imagined reformation, and would have 
produced a real one, 

What then does he believe ? Why, he 
firmly believes he 1s become a much bet- 
ter man than he was; and therefore is now 
in a much more hopeful way than formerly. 
And this is a natural conſequence of any 
duties being performed as the means of 
acquiring a juſtifying faith, (or what we 
are taught to call fo) that he who in this 
manner is following after righteouſneſs, 
will certainly be led to take his encourage- 
ment to believe his own intereſt in the Goſ- 
pel, from thoſe things which diſtinguiſh 
him from the altogether worthleſs, or from 
his former ſelf. So that we cannot ſpeak 
of preparatory works of any ſort, or any 
qualifications tor believing (except guilt be 
one) 


16 FExbortiations to faith and obedience. 


one) without making the Goſpel a law of 
works. For, (g) To him that worketh, 
is the reward reckoned not of grace, but of 
debt; but to him that worketh not, but 
believeth on him that juſtifieth the ungodly, 
his faith is counted for righteouſneſs.” For 
boaſting is excluded, not by the law of 
works, but by the law of faith; but it 
cannot be excluded if any thing done by 
us ſets us in a more probable way of ob- 
taining that ſalvation that is of grace, whe- 
ther this be called by the names of a /aw 
work, ſerious exerciſe of jeckiig ſouls, or la- 
bouring to obtain an intereſt in Chriſt; &c. and 
if ever ſuch attain to the righteouſneſs which 
is of faith, they will certainly find what 
they were not ſeeking for, nor in any the 
moſt diſtant manner hoping for, or labour. 
ing after; and will fee all their former la- 


bour worſe than idleneſs, and (% eſteem. 


it dung, that they may win Chriſt, and be 
found in him.“ 

But are not unbelievers to be exborted to 
read the word of God, and hear it preached, 
to pray, give alms, be thankful for their en- 
Joyments, &c.? Yes; whatſoever appears 
to be the duty of every man, 1s the ſubject 
of univerſal exhortation : But why theſe 
particular duties ſingled out? Is it not the 


(2) Rom. iv. 4, 5. (5) Phil. iii. 7, 8. 
duty 


. 
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duty of every man (i) © to love the Lord 
God with all his heart, and ſoul, and mind, 
and ſtrength, and his neighbour as him- 
ſelf 2” Why then muſt we abridge the di- 
vine law to a few external obſervances, 
which may be attended to with all that 
ſ-]f-dependence that attended the Phariſee's 
giving tithes of all that he poſſeſſed? for, 
after all, Jam afraid that race of men will 
yet exceed any thing we ſhall fee of this 
fort. If by the law is the knowledge of 
fin, why ſhould we be afraid to urge its 
utmoſt extent ? Certainly the duties above- 
mentioned have not by themſelves the pro- 
miſe of eternal life annexed to them, and are 
much eaſier performed than making theme 
ſelves a new heart, which yet the law of 
God calls for. And while we ſingle out 
theſe or ſuch like, without any Scripture 
warrant; and promiſe on God's behalf, that 
while they are thus employed, promiſed 


and purchaſed grace will compleat and per- 


fect the well-meant though feeble effort of 
nature; we are certainly leading perſons to 


think of thoſe duties as eaſier terms and 
conditions than perfect obedience for accep- 


tance ; and putting them in the way of be- 


| ginning and carrying on a good correſpond- 
| ence with God, by their good motions or 
good meanings. Nor need we be afraid of 


7) Luke x. 27. fog 
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deſpair following our urging the neceſſity 
of perfect obedience, ſo long as we have 
liberty to add, (4) “through Chriſt is 
preached unto you the forgiveneſs of fins : 
and by him all that bclicve are juſtified 
from all things, from which ye could not 
be juſtified by the law of N. Thus 
Peter perceiving Simon the ſorcerer to be in 
the gall of bitterneſs, and bond of iniquity, 
preaches repentance as his immediate duty, 
and the forgiveneſs of fins as his only hope. 
(1) «+ Repent therefore of this thy wicked- 
neſs, and pray unto God, it perhaps the 
thought of thy heart may be forgiven thee. 
For I perceive that thou art in the gall of 
bitterneſs, and in the bond of iniquity.” 
Here we have a Scripture precedent for ex- 
hortations to unbelievers ; and we may ob- 
ſerve in it, a declaration of his ſtate, *+ Thy 
heart is not right in the ſight of God; I 
perceive that thou art in the gall of bitter- 
neſs, &c.” This was declaring him guilty, 
and in a ſtate of enmity againſt God, and 
ſlavery to ſin. What muſt he do now? 
Attend preaching more conſtantly, &c. 
The Apoſtle ſays nothing about any exter- 
nal attendance, though that will follow be- 
lieving ; but, „“ Repent of this thy wick- 
edneſs, and pray unto God, &c.* Now 
all muſt grant, faith is eſſential to Goſpel- 
(4) As xiii. 38, (/) Adds viii. 22. 
repentance, 
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repentance, and to acceptable prayer; fo 
that this exhortation 1s only, Repent, and 
believe the Goſpel z which is allo the ac- 
count Paul gives of his miniſtry, As xx. 21. 
« Teſtitying both to the Jews, and alſo to 
the Greeks, repentance toward God, and 
faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” Re- 
pentance is necetiarily connected with a 
figat of God's juſtice, and of our guiltineſs; 

and both of theſe are ſhewn us by the law: 
ſo that to preach repentance, is not to 
preach ſome ſocial, relative, or religious 
duties; but to remind them of the judg- 
ment to come, and to keep in view the di- 
vine righteouſneſs, which will be manifeſt 
againſt all ungodlineſs, and unrighteouſneſs 
of men; for (n) God hath commanded 
all men every where to repent: becauſe he 
hath appointed a day in the which he will 
judge the world in righteouſneſs.” Theſe 
are addreſſed to the conſcience, to excite fear 
of divine juſtice and vengeance : but exhor- 
tations to believers are urged by the mercy 
that appears in the promiſes they believe, 
lo excite love as well as fear, where love 
is: but we cannot to any purpoſe ſay, 
« Having theſe promiles, dearly beloved, 
let us cleanſe ourſelves,” to ſuch as do not 
believe the promiſes. Thus we fee, Scrip- 
ture exhortations to unbelievers, if not ſen- 

(] Acts xvii. 30. 


ible 
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ſible of their inability, arc, “ be here; if 
thou wilt enter into life, He the cu. 
ments; for men perceive not their inability 
without ſeeing the law exceeding broad, 
If they appear ſenſible f their guile and 


danger, as © by the law 2 knowledge of 
ſin, then it is, (2) ** 5:.::ve cen ibe Lord 
Teſus Cbriſt, aud thou ſhaii ve ſaver,” And 
that they might repent, and believe tc Gos 


pel, the Apoſtles conſtantly teſtificu, that 
(o) „ thoſe things which God before had 
ſhewed, by the mouth of all his prophets, 
that Chriſt ſhould ſuffer, he hath ſo fulfilled; 
(to which they add their exhortation) Re- 
pent ye 7berefore, and be converted, that 
your ſins may be blotted out.“ Nor is the 
repentance they exhort to, ever ſeparated 
from faith as the ſource of it; for repent 
ye therefore, would have no force with ſuch 
as did not believe the facts from whence 
the therefore is deduced, viz. that God had 
tulfilled in Chriſt's ſufferings, what he had 
foreſhewn by the prophets. Nor would 
they, by whoſe wicked hands he was cru- 
cified and flain, have been (97) pricked to 
the heart” for it; it they had not believed 
aſſuredly that God had raiſed him from the 
dead: tor „ they did it through ignorance, 
as did alio their Rulers ;?* therefore, it is 
(2) Acts xvi. 31. (2) Acts iii. 19. 
P) Acts ii. 37. 


evident 
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evident their repentance was an immediate 
fruit of faith: ſo that no argument for ex- 
hortations to works preparatory to believing, 
can be found in theſe. 

But are not exhortalions ext reſſing great 
aclivity and labour, adareſſed to unbelievers ? 
Such as, „S/ rive to enter in at the ſtrait 
gate; Fly for reſuge;, Labour for the bread 
that endureth to everlaſiing fe ; 3 For the 
kingdom of heaven ſufereth + violence, and the 
violent take it by force, &c.“ Are not theſe, 
adir'ſſes to unbelievers, and expreſ/! ve of 
ailigence to obtain a ſaving intereſt in Feſus 
Chriſt? No. The only way to deter- 
mine this, is by regarding the ſeveral con- 
texts, and obſerving to whom the addreſs 
is made. All that ſhall appear to be addreſſed 
to believers, will be granted to be quite out 
of the queſtion; as they are not the ſubjects 
of the preſent inquiry, but unbelievers who 
are ſuppoſed to deſire to believe, or ſeek to 
obtain an intereſt in Chriſt, or pray for a ne 
heart, or the like, in order to Juitificari-n, 
Luke xiii. 24. Strive to enter in at the 
{trait gate: for many, I ſay unto you, will 
ſeek to enter in, and ſhall not be able. 
When once the maſter of the houſe is riſen 
up, and hath ſhut to the door, and ye be- 
gin to ſtand without, and to knock at the 
door, ſaying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; 
and he ſhall anſwer and fay unto you, I 
know 
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know you not whence you are : Then ſhall 
ye begin to ſay, We have caten and drank 
in thy preſence, and thou haſt taught in our 
ſtreets. But he ſhall ſay, Itell you, I know you 
not whence you are; depart from me all ye 
workers of Iniquity.” It is obvious from 
theſe, and the following verſes, that the 
ſtrait gate here is not the gate of regenera- 
tion, but the gate or door, i. e. entrance, 
into the kingdom of God ; the ſtriving to 
enter therefore muſt be () fighting the 
good fight of faith, and lay ing hold of eter- 
nal lite ;” to this kingdom and glory, he 
tells them “ an abundant entrance ſhall be 
miniſtred to the Gentiles, who ſhall come 
trom the eaſt, and from the weſt, and from 
the north, and from the ſouth; ”while they, 
who, on account of their religious attain- 
ments and privileges, ſeemed to be the chil- 
dren of the kingdom, ſhould be caſt out.“ 
So that it is a caution againſt preſuming on 
ſpecial relation or attainments, by which 
many {ſtrive to enter in, and are not able. 
Hence it appears, this exhortation is ad- 
dreſſed to ſuch as profeſs to believe, as a 
caution againſt falſe dependencies ; for the 
queſtion to which it is a reply, viz. © Lord, 
are they few that ſhall be ſaved ?” evidently 
implies the enquirer*s faith in the ſalvation 
about which he enquired. This therefore 

1s 


(q) 1 Tim. vi, 12. 
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is no argument for any imaginary ſtriving 
to believe, any more than that reply to the 
fooliſh virgins, coming after the door was 
ſhut, and ſaying as here, (7) Lord, Lord, 
open to us.“ Such cautions to believers 
abound in the word of God, on purpoſe that 
« they may fear, leſt(a promiſe being left them 
of entering into his reſt) any of them ſhould 
ſeem to come ſhort of it.” So Matt. xi. 12. 
From the days of John the Baptiſt until 
now, the kingdom of heaven ſuffereth vio- 
lence, and the violent take it by force,“ i. e. 
they that believed John the Baptiſt, teſtify ing 
this is the Son of God; and according to his 
cxhortation, beheld him as “ the Lamb of 
God taking away the ſin of the world ;” 
overcame every oppoſition. (And this 
is the victory that overcometh the world, 
even our faith; for, Who is he that over- 
cometh the world, but he that believeth that 
Jeſus is the Son of God?” This there- 
fore is addreſſed to believers, as they are 
deſcribed, verſe 15. He that hath ears 
to hear, let him hear.” So when Paul 
ſpeaks of believers as having < fled for 
refuge, to lay hold on the hope {et before 
them:” It plainly ſuppoſes, that they be- 
lived the report of the refuge as ſafe and 
accelſible, and ſaw the hope ſet before them, 
previous to their flying to lay hold on it; for 
men cannot fly to a refuge they know not of, 


(% Matt, xxv, 11. (s) 1 Joknv. 4, 5. 
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nor could any thing of which they had no 
hope, be called the hope ſet before them. 
So again, 7obn vi. 27. * Labour not for 
the meat that periſheth, but for that meat 
which endureth to everlaſting life, which 
the Son of mai ſhall give unto you.” This 
appears by the context to be a reproof of 
their carnality who ſought Chriſt for bodily 
nouriſhment, which they belieyed him able 
to give; while yet his miracles did not con- 
vince them that living bread was only to be 
enjoyed as his gift: and the labour for this 
that is exhorted to, is explained to be no 
other, than b-licving on him whom God hath 
ſent; ſo is only an exhortation to believe him 
as able to give the bread of life, as they ſaw 
and acknowledged he was to give temporal 
bread, without any of their labour or tillage; 
as he did the manna to //rael in the wilder- 
neſs. And it alſo intimates, if they believed 
this, they would be ready to ſhew the ſame 
diligence, in conſequence of ſuch believing, 
as they did in conſequence of believing he 
could give them bread for their bodies, 
Like this is that exhortation to the diſciples, 
Matt. vi. 33. © Seek firſt the kingdom of 
God, and his righteouſneſs, and all theſe 
things ſhall be added unto you:“ Which evi- 
dently ſuppoſes faith in the perſons exhorted. 
Nor can find apy exhortations in the ſcrip- 
tures, but what ſuppoſe a previous know- 

| ledge 
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ledge of, and faith in the things to be 
ſought after, fled to, or laid hold on : ſo 
that none of theſe appear to be exhortations 
to any of thoſe things which are ſuppoſed 
to preceed faith, but either exhortations to 
believe, or incentives to the work of faith 
in believers. 
then a prrſon is diſtreſſed with a ſeiſe 
of guilt, and ſear of puniſhment, may we ar- 
gue jro om thence, any encouragement 10 him, 
15 preference to the careleſs and profanc # 
No; tor convictions are no infallible f ymp- 
tom of converſion; as it often happens 
that convictions, though very poignant, 
end in a more greedy following i iniquity, or 
in phariſaical ſelf- dependence: ſo that we 
cannot gather infallibly from them, that 
God hath begun that good work in them, 
wiich he will perform till the day of Jeſus 
Chriſt; for it is much to be doubted whether 
what they call hatred of fin, may not be only 
hatred of puniſhment. 
Beſides, the goſpel- tidings are ablolutely 
tree, requiring no conditions, but guilt in the 
objects of grace; ſo that the golpel conſiders 
10 occaſional differences in them it relieves, 
as if any thing in them was an encourage- 
ment to believe, or a diſcouragement in the 
way of believing. Its encouragements are 
all taken from itſelf, as equal to the worſt 
caſe, and leaving no room for the vileſt 


1 to 
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to deſpair, as 1t reaches to the uttermoſt, 
and is exceeding abundant. This appears by 
the deſcription it gives of the guilt and mi- 
ſery of them it relieves, who are conſidered 
as (7) « ſtout-hearted, and far from righ- 
reouſneſs, (7) ſpending their money for 
that which is not bread, and their labour 
for that which ſatisfieth not;“ as priſoners, 
Haves, leſt, dead, &c. Now none of theſe 
reſpect them meerly, nor principally, as 
under convictions, but only as guilty and 
miſerable ; but if any encouragement was 
to be taken from their convictions, we 
ſhould find ſuch as may be encouraged to 
believe, deſcribed by this characteriſtic, as 
weary of their ſins, and hungering and 
thirſting after righteouſneſs. Nor do the 
horrors of mind, that ſometimes preceed be- 


lieving, appear to be any part of the duties 


tC Y 
of the law, but rather of its curſe. The jay- 
lor's trembling; ( and aſtoniſhment, ſeem to 
have afforded no part of the conſolation he 
received, by the apoſtle's exhortation and in- 
formation, „Believe in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt and thou ſhalt be ſaved;“ for, he “ re- 
joiced believing in God;“ ſo it was only 
trom the goſpel of God, that his conſola- 
tion came. Nor does it ſeem poſſible, his 
diſtreſs can be eſteemed a preparatory work, 


Ia. vivi \ TC 
t) Iſa. xIvi.. 12. (7%) Ia, lv. 2. 
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unleſs we can ſuppoſe, a man with his 
ſword drawn to kill himſelf, can be encour- 
aged to believe by any argument drawn 
from ſuch a frame of deſperation, I deny 
not, but a ſight of danger does ſometimes 
preceed a ſight of deliverance, in order of 
time, and that it muſt always do ſo in order 
of nature; i. e. though the ſame truth, and 
at the ſame time ſet home to the mind, 
may ſhew both ruin and recovery ; yet be- 
lieving in Chriſt for ſalvation, ſuppoſes 
conviction that we are loſt : but yet I muſt 
deny, that any terrors of mind, previous 
in point of time to believing, are eſſential to 
true converſion. It has been obſerved, the 
three thouſand converts muſt be allowed to 
have believed Peter's teſtimony of the re- 
ſurrection; or elſe, what was it they repented 
or, when they were pricked to the heart? 
Now we are aſſured, “ if thou ſhalt confeſs 
wy thy mouth the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
believe in thy heart, that God raiſed him 
trom the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved;“ ſo that 
ic ſeems they had ſaving faith, conveyed by 
the {ame plc rcing truth that pricked them to 
the heart, and by which they were encour- 
ed to (x) © look on him they had pierced 
and mourn; on which faith, Peter exhorted 
— to be baptized. Nor is their queſtion, 
„Men and brethren, what ſhall we do?“ 
(x) Zech. X11. 10. 
2 the 
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the language of deſperation, but of dut 
and obedience, as Paul in the like caſe fail, 
&« [ord, what wilt thou have me to do?“ The 
ſame thing appears by the relation of the 
calling of Zaccheus, the Eunuch, Lydia and 
others,who all appearto have had their hearts 
opened to receive the word, both of convic- 
tion, and conlolation, at the ſame time: So 
that all their experiences followed believing. 
Again, it the convictions a perſon has in 
his conſcience are any ground of encourage- 
ment, I would aſk, Can a perſon convinced 
of ſin, and not comforted by the goſpel, 
be ſaid to believe i!? Certainly no; for the 
reaſon he is not comforted by it is, he is not 
convinced Chriſt is “ able to ſave to the 
uttermoſt;” that his grace is ſufficient to 
forgive ſuch enormous guilt, without 
ſome previous amendment or pious reſo- 
lutions in him; for all that believe theſe 
glad tidings of great joy which are to all 
people, (Y) enter into reſt,” or“ have peace 
with God,” only from the tidings they have 
heard and believe; as we always find in the 
New Teſtament, „they rejoiced, believing 
in God,“ or © gladly receiving the word,” 
& went on their way rejoicing, Sc.“ Now, 
It he 1s not a believer (however he may 
ſay he delires to believe) what promile have 
we to propole to unbelicvers? Or what can 


5 Heb. iv. z. 
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we ſay more to ſuch, than we can to all the 
world ? (z) He that believeth and is 
baptized ſhall be ſaved, and he that believ- 
eth not ſhall be damned: there is only this 
advantage, a perſon arreſted by the hands 
of juſtice, may be more attentive to the pro- 
poſal of favour from his ſovereign; yet if 
to believe and love him be required, the 
arreſt perhaps has rather increaſed his enmi- 
ty to him, than conquered it; ſo that we 
can only ſay, as Paul in the ſame caſe, 
„ Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
thou ſhalt be ſaved,“ and this we may ſay 
to all to whom the goſpel comes, 

May any thing be propeſed to quiet a guilty 
con/cience, beſides or together cvitb that which 


faiisfieth juſtice ? No; for nothing ſhort of 


the blood of Chriſt, can (a) *< purge the 
conſcience from dead works to ſerve the 
living God;* nor can the heart be “ ſprink- 
led from an evil conſcience,” or they that 
worſhip God, obtain perfection of conſcience 

any other way; nor may any thing be added 
to it for theſe purpoſes; for as nothing is joine« 
with it in taking away guilt, ſo nothing can 
be joined with it to take aw ay fear. This is 
the ground of the better hope whereby we 
araw nigh to God.“ having (5) „ the an- 
wer of a good conſcience toward God, by 
the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt.” 


(x) Mark xvi. 16. (a) Heb. ix. 9, 14. 
(5) 1 Pet. iii. 21, 
| (. 3 But, 
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But, may not ſuch as are ſuppoſed to be 
believers, though under doubts and fears about 
ther ſtate, be encouraged to bope by reflefting 
on their paſt experiences of joy in the ways of 
G? Or, may they net be referred, for the 
evidences of their adoption, io paſt teſtimonies of 
the Spirits thereto? No; for except we could 
ſuppoſe fears that do not ariſe from guilt, 
we cannot ſuppoſe hope that does not ariſe 
from the atonement. The apoſtie John 
ſays of believers, (c)“ We have fellowſhip 
one with another,andthe blood of JeſusChriſt 
cleanſeth from all fin ;” by which cleanſing 
trom fin, it is evident he intends the removal 
of the guilt of it, and the fears that attend 
it, from the conſcience ; and therefore di- 
rects little children who know the Father, 
to look to his blood when under guilt. (a) 
—< If any man fin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, 
who is the propitiation for our fins.” And 
the apoſtles all conſent to point out the ſame 
ſource of conſolation, ſaying, (e) “ We 
joy in God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
by whom we have now received the atone- 
ment.” Nor can I find that the apoſtles 
ever refer them to paſt experiences, to re- 
move the ſuſpicions that might ariſe from 
conſciouſneſs of diſobedience ; nay, they 


(c) 1 John i. 7. (4) 1 John ii. 1, 2. 
(e) Rom. v. 11. : 
unanimoully 
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unanimouſly agree to excite thoſe ſuſpicions 
in this caſe, that they may never be ſtifled 
until they are fairly removed by what {if 
they are believers) gave them their firſt con- 
fidence.. In this cafe, the queſtion which 
produces anxiety is, Am I a partaxer of 
Chriſt? To which the apoſtles do not re- 
ply by aſking, have you never experienced 
the drawing « out of your heart towards him, 
and the aſſiſtance of his Spirit in duties, with 
a firm perſuaſion of your nad in him and 
love to him, attended with fervent deter- 
minations to ſerve him?“ Se. Though 
all this might be true, yet he does not an- 
ſwer the queſtion thus, but, ( Ne a 
made partakers of Chriſt, if ye hold ha 
beginning of your confidence ſtedfaſt to the 
end.“ It is certain, their firſt confidence 
was only in the blood of Chriſt, and this 
he calls “ the confidence and rejoicing 
of hope,” and aſſerts this ſame confidence 
muſt be held to the end, or elſe they are 
(g) moved away from the hope of the 
goſpel ;” ſo that if any thing be propoſed 
to our attention beſides this, it mult be 
drawn off from this, and when it is fo, we 
do not (+) walk in Chrift Jeſus the Lord 
as doe firſt received bim, which mult cer- 
tainly be without any medium of paſt ex- 
) Heb. iii. z. (g) Col. i. 23. 
(þ) Col. ii. 6. 
8 periences, 
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periences, to magnify our hope by looking 
through them. 
Suppoſe the doubting perſon, under con- 
. fideration, be a believer, and has been 
favoured with the witneſs of the Spirit of 
God, that he was a child of God; it is cer- 
tain, this is an abiding relation, and ſuch 
are not appointed to Wrath, but to obtain 
ſalvation;“ yet when this teſtimony of the 
Spirit is withdrawn {and withdrawn it mull 
De, it the believer has tormenting fears) in 
this daſe, to ſuppoſe the concluſion to be 
formed, by reflecting on this as a former 
enjoyment, is to ſuppoſe the mind capable 
of getting the ſame conlolation and evi- 
dence without this witneſs, as with it; for 
he can only know he is a child of God by this 
rejtimony, and it cannot be ſuppoſed he 
ſhould attain to know it w0i7hou! it, Andif 
he cannot, then references to paſt experien- 
ces, can do no real good to believers 1n this 
caſe, For it muſt be kept in mind, fears 
and doubts, ariſe from guilt and diſobedi- 
ence, ſo mult in their own nature tuſpend 
the witneſs of our own ſpirits to our adop- 
tion; ſo that to make out our 3 
without either the witneſs of the Spirit of 
God, or our own ſpirits, is like proving a 
fact without evidence. And as guilt is the 
parent of fear, tear cannot be removed, 
but by guilt being put out of ſight; which 
10 
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to do by paſt experieaces, is to put them 
exe ctly in the place of the atonement. 80 
that, as far as I ſee, the beſt uſe a believer 
can make of his experiences, is by them to 
recollect what was his firſt confidence and 
refuge, and cauſe him to ſay to God, (i) 

« Becauſe thou haſt been my help, there- 
fore in the ſhadow of thy wings will I re- 
joice.” Nor will he be any great loſer, if 
he be driven to conclude all he has expe- 
rienced may have been deluſion, ſeeing it is 


true of Chriftill, with reſpect to him as ; 
well as others, "(k) < HE is able to ſave to 1 
the uttermoſt.” But men hold the remem- 4 


brance of the paſt workings of their minds, 

from which they conclude themſelves be- 
licvers, as though they were the beginning 
| 1 their confidence, and ſeem as if by them 
| they were encouraged to ſtand before God 
with leſs ſhame, and with more boldneſs, 
| or on better terms (though they have ſin- 
ned) than ſuch as have no good diſpoſitions, 
0 KA ground of hope, but the meer atone- 
I went: Though I] am far from thinking this 
| to be any alleviation, but rather an aggra- 
vation of the guilt that burdens the mind 
of a believer, ſceing it aggravates the in- 
| gratitude of his fin; nor can he (however 
| carried away by cuſtomary expreſſions ever 

| berelieved, but from the atonement alone. 


(7) Pſal. Ixiii. 7, 4) Heb. vii. 25. 
C 5 Cut 
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But may not men be deceived in their ex- 
periences ? Yes; and ſo many have been, 
and have © thought themſelves ſomething, 
when they were nothing, deceiving them- 
ſelves.” If we conſider experiences, with 
reſpect to the emotions produced in the 
mind by hope, or fear, we may find in 
{cripture, as well as in our own obſervation, 
the moſt ſtriking effects of this ſort, altoge- 
ther deſtitute of the faith that worketh by 
love, or any other of the things that ac- 
company ſalvation. Have we rejoiced in, 
and been affected with the goſpel teſtimony? 
leſt this ſhould be made our confidence, 
the Lord Jeſus ipake the () parable of the 
ſower, and in it points at ſome that << heard 
the word, and anon with joy received it, 
yet dured but for a while; for when tri- 
bulation and perſecution aroſe, becauſe of 
the word, by and by they were offended.” 
In this caie, only time and trial could prove, 
they were not “ rooted and built up in 
Chriſt, and eſtabliſhed in the faith, as they 
kad been taught.“ But the revolution that 
1 in the ſynagogue of Nazareth, 
Like, chap. iv. ex: mplifies this in a leſs 
time, and in a manner not to be exceeded. 
The preacher was Chrift himſelf; his ſub- 
ject, the moſt intereſting manifeſtation of 
divine grace, in his miſſion and offices; his 

(/) Matt, x1, 
auditory 
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. auditory were all attention. “ The eyes of 
„ them that were in the ſynagogue were faſtned 
„ or hin.” And when he ſaid “This day is this 


{cripture fulfilled in your ears,” they all bore 


1 him witneſs, i e. were all ready to own him 
e for the promiſed Meiliah, and with extaſy 
n of ſoul, 4+ wondered at the gracious words 
„ that proceeded out of bis mouth.” Now, would 
che Lord Jeſus have ſtopt here, he would 


have had a plentiful harveſt of followers ; 
but he perceives a miltake in their appre- 


„ henſions of the divine grace, and, inſtead 2 
ot keeping out of ſight a truth which he I 
, knew would offend them, even the divine 4 
e ſovereignty, in the fulleſt expreſſions of it, *Þ 
d in the diſpenſations of grace, (as is now in- ; 
t, duſtriouſly done, from ſuch as ſeem under the | 
1 frſt religious impreſſions) he proceeds to ſer ; 
of # alide all the pretenſions of claim by relation 1 
„co him, which by the ſcope of Chriſt's reply, 1 
e, ſcems to be hinted in their ſaying, I 19! u a 
in Joſeb's ſon? and ſhews that the diſtributionof 4 
y the divine favours, were not in the leaſt go- 4 
at verned by the diſtinctions that obtained a- 3 
„ mongſt men, but were beltowedbya ſovereign q 
eſs hand, and uſually on fuch, where it was not 4 
d. in the leaſt expected. This they could not 

b- bear, but al they that were in the Hynago- 

of gue, when they beard theſe things, were filled 

us with wrath, and roje up, and thrujt him t 


of the city; and led him ta the brow of \the 
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bill, whereon their city was built, that they 
might caſt him down beadlong.“ Tis ſuf— 
ficiently ſhews how uncertain any evidence 
mult be, taken from ſuch emotions of mind, 
as even Herod felt, when he heard John 
gladly, or Felix, when he trembled at hear- 
ing of a future judgment. The danger of 
this kind of ſelf- deception, ſeems to have 
occaſioned moſt of the apoſtolicwarnings and 
cautions; whichall proceed onthis ſuppoſition, 
that a perſon ( may be enlightened, and 
taſte of the heavenly gift, and be made par- 
taker of the holy Ghoſt, and may taſte the 
good word of God, and the powers of the 
world to come,“ and yet remain deſtitute of 
the things that accompany ſalvation, and 
bring forth thorns and briers, and be 
nigh unto curſing.” Hence ſuch fre- 
quent cautions, (7 << to take heed leſt there 
be in any of them (whom he calls brethren) 
an evil heart of unbelief, in departing 
from the living God ;” and exhortations to 
e fear leſt a promiſe being left of entering 
into his reſt, any of them ſhould ſcem to 


come ſhort of it” Hence that jealouſy, 


(o) «leſt as the ſerpent beguiled Eve through 
his ſubtilty, their minds ſhould be corrupted, 
from the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt.” Nor 
can a more ſubtil corruption of the mind 


(] Heb. ili. 12. (72) Heb. iv. 1. 
( 2 Cor. xi. 3. 


be 
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be pointed out than this, of making paſt 
experiences the medium of our confidence, 
in the blood of Chriſt} or the ground of 
our hope of pardon, and ſalvation by it; 
for it they may deceive us, as we fee it is, at 
leaſt, poſſible, he that is ſo deceived, and 
dies in the deception, 1s ſent down to hell 
with a lie in his right hand. Nor is there 
any need of this medium, ſince the goſpel 
teſtimony carries in itſelf, ſufficient ground 
of hope, and occaſion of joy, to every one 
that believes it, without any thing wrought 
in us, or done by us, to give it a peculiar 
direction towards us ; and if it does, (and 
certainly the joy ot firſt believing can have 
no {ſuch medium) though I never believed it 
until now, yet what ſhall hinder me now 
from having peace with God, through the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and having acceſs by 
faith into this grace ? Shall my having been 
to this day, a deceiver and an hypocrite? 
Not if he is “ able to ſave to the uttermoſt 
all that come to God by him ;” tor ſurely 
none will ſay, there is more danger from 
deſpair, by giving up all paſt experiences, 
than there is from preſumption, in reſting 
on them; for if our hope is not fixt on 
them, deſpair cannot follow parting with 
them; and if deſpair does follow parting 
with them, it is full evidence, they, and 
not Chriſt crucified, were the ground of 
our 
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our hope. So that we can underſtand the 


reſentment againſt this, as only reſuming 
the old complaint, 1 have taken away 
my gods, and what have I more? But, (p) 
** hath a nation changed their gods, which 
yet are no gods? but my people have 
changed their glory, for that which cannot 
profit.“ | 

But muſ? all addreſſes to the conſciences ef 
men, whether of caution, or conſolation, be 
directed and warranted only by the word of 
God, excluſrve of every other recommendation ? 
Yes; (4; it we would be followers of the 
apoſtles, and mark them that walk ſo, 
as they have them for an example ;*” for 
they (7) < renounced the hidden things of 
diſhoneſty, not walking in craftineſs, nor 
handling the word of God deceitfully, but by 
manifeſtation of the truth, commended 
themſelves to every man's conſcience in the 
ſight of God.” So that they did not con- 
ſider the ſacred meſſage as a dead letter, 
needing to be animated with the life and 
ſpirit of their addreſs; nor ever by giving 
vent to their own religious affections, aimed 
to invigorate the hearts of the hearers: they 
knew all their ſucceſs depended on their 
hearers (r) „ receiving the word of God, 
which they heard of them, not as the word 


(p) Jer. ii 11. (4) Phil. ili. 17. 
(7) 2 Cor. iv. 2. (+) 4 Thefl, ii. 3, 4, and 13 
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fo of men, but (as it was in truth) the word 
g of God.” Therefore, far from thinking 
y addreſſes to the paſſions, or the pride of 
)) their hearers, an ordinance of God for 
h good, © they ſought not glory of men; 
e (z) „their ſpeech and their preaching was 
ot not with inticing words of man's wiſdom, 
but in demonſtration of the Spirit and of 
„power: that their hearers faith ſhould not 
he ſtand in the wiſdom of men, but in the 
of power of God.” For they well knew, if 
? their hearers did not hear God ſpeaking, 
e their moſt mournful or animating tones, 
0, or florid addreſits, could not unſtop deat 
Or ears, though it might ſecure votaries to the 
of powertul preacher, and procure the advan- 
2 #F tages connected with acceptance. 
5 
4 F 7 
2 22 5 
* III. On the nature and effects of juſtifying 9 
* faith. 1 
id "IF . ＋ 22 7 1 
i | 7 Juſtification in any ſenſe 700 ſoever by b 
ad our works either of body or mind? No; | 


y | &* (a) for by the deeds of the law ſhall 
& no fleſh be juſtified in the fight of God, 
fl « (b) Boaſting is not excluded by the 


| law of works, but by the law of faith.” 
(E) 1 Cor. ji. 4. (a) Rom, iii. 20, 
3. (5) Rom. iii. 2. 
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iÞ 40 The nalure and effects of juſtifying faith, 
. We may therefore conclude with the apoſtle, 
I (c) * that a man is juſtified by faith, with- 
3 out the deeds of the law;” and fo (4) < juſti- 
* fied freely by the grace of God, through 
the redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus.” 
But is not faith, or believing, a work of 
the mind? No; for if it is, it muſt be a 
work of the law, as the law reſpects the 
thoughts and intents of the heart, or elſe 
unbelief would be no breach of the law; for 
where there is no law there is no tranſgreſ- 
ſion. Now it the faith that juſtifies, be 
conſidered as a work or deed of the law, 
then we are juſtified by a deed of the law. 
But the Scriptures conſider faith, not as a 
work of ours, or as any action exerted by 
the human mind at all, but ſet it in direct 
oppoſition to every work, whether of body 
or mind. (e) Now to him that worketh, 
is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of 
debt. But to him that worketh not, but 
believeth on him that juſtifieth the ungodly, 
his faith is counted for righteouſneſs.” This 
contraſt excludes every idea of activity in 
the mind, from the matter of juſtification, 
It is eaſy to fee how faith may work with 
the works of him that believes, in every 
act of love and obedience ; but how the 
mind of an unbeliever ſhould act to get 


(e) Rom. iii. 28. (4) Rom. 11. 24. 
(e) Rom. iv. 4, 5. 
faith, 
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faith, or pleaſe God without it, does not 
appear; yet if believing conſiſts in any 
activity of our minds, towards the truth to 
be believed, previous to believing it, this 
muſt be admitted: Nevertheleſs, unbelief, 
as an active rejection of the teſtimony of God, 
may ſtand oppoſed to faith, as a paſſive re- 
ception of it. /) When the people followed 
Chriſt, becauſe they eat of the loaves and 
were filled, he reproved them, that while 
they ſhewed by their following him, they 
believed that he could give them bread for 
their bodies, yet they believed not that he 
had meat to give that endured to everlaſting 
life, This bread which he was to give, 
they underitood to mean, ſome inſtruction 
about what they were to do to work the h 
work of God,” and by that obtain the meat b 
that endures to everlaſting life: Jeſus re- ki 
torts the phraſe they had uſed about worłk- 
ing the work of God, telling them the 
work of God is, “ to believe on him whom 
God hath ſent,” of whom they ſhould re- 
ceive the bread of life without any work of 
theirs, as //rae] did the manna without 
their labour and tillage. And it ſeems, 
though he uſed their phraſe, they under- 
ſtood him to ſay, that he was to do all that 
could be called working, and they to live 
by him, on believing on him, as Maecl of 
(f) John vi. 26. See p. 24. 
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old did; and therefore they aſk, «++ What 
gn ſheweſt thou then, that we may ſee, 
and believe thee 2 What doſt thou work?“ 
Lhus they conceived him, not as correcting 
their miſtake about the right ſort of works, 
but ſetting afide their works altogether, 
This will appear more fully to ſuch as will 
read the whole connection from ver. 22 to 
Ver. 65. 

But is juſtifying faith no more than the 
divine teſtimony paſſively received“! No; for 
it is called receiving the love of the truth, 
and repreſented by opening blind eyes, 
and unſtopping deaf ears, railing the dead; 
&c. (g) for the words that Chriſt ſpeaks, 
«« they are ſpirit and they are life; and 
he ſays, (þ) « Verily, verily I ſay unto you, 
he that heareth my words, and believeth 
on him that ſent me, hath everlaſting life, 
and ſhall not come into condemnation 
but is paſſed from death unto life. Verily, 
verily 1 ſay unto you, the hour is coming, 
and now is, when the dead ſhall bear the 
voice of the Son of God; and they that hear 
ſhall live.” Now if paſſing from death 
unto life, is the dead hearing the voice of 

* Paſſive reception is the beſt phraſe I can find, to 
exclude all activity of the mind towards the ſaving 
truth, previous to its taking poſſeſſion of it by al- 
mighty power alone, 

(2) John vi. 63, (% John v. 24. 

the 


he 
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the Son of God, to ſuppoſe any activity 


here, is as abſurd as to ſuppoſe Lazarus, 


making ſome feeble efforts to riſe, before 
Chriſt faid, C Lazarus, come forth; but 
being dead, he was not able to accompliſh 
any thing, till almighty power ſeconded 
him, and compleated the buſineſs, 

Is the faith of God's elefF, or juſtifs: 
faith, diſtinguiſhed from the faith of them d 10 
believe only for a time, by any tling but the 
thing b elicved? No; for, as believing | is no 
more than receiving the divine report, re- 
cord, or teſtimony, unbelief can be no 
more than rejecting it; (i) “ as he that 
hath received his teſtimony, hath ſet to his 
ſeal, that God 1s — ſo he (e) * that 
believeth not God, «hath made him a liar, 
becauſe he believeth not the record that 
God gave of his Son.” As to the manner 
of believing there can be no difference, 
whatſoever be the thing believed; for 
whatever tidings we hold for true, we be- 
oe in the ſame manner as we do God's 

teltimony z with no other difference than 
what ariſes from the infallible veracity of 
its Author, and evidence of the truth: ſo- 
if we (J „ receive the witneſs of men, 
the witneſs of God is greater.“ As to the 
1 between . in the head, 


) John iii. 433. #) 1 John v. 10. 
7 1 John v. 9. 
and 
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and believing in the heart, if men would 
give themſelves time to reflect, the abſur- 
City is too glaring not to be perceived: for 
let them firſt point to ſome fact, which they 
believe in their heads, and yet diſbelieve 
in their hearts, before they any more urge 
the diſtinction. Now if that which conſti- 
tutes the difference between ſaving faith, 
and believing in vain, be the manner in 
which we receive the truth, then it is not 
what we receive that juſtifies, but our man- 
ner of receiving it. But when Peter would 
deſcribe the faith of God's elect, he does it 
only by deſcribing «hat, and not Lew, they 
believe: (n) + To them who have obtained 
like precious faith with us, in the righteouſneſs 
of our God and Saviour, Feſus Chriſt.“ And 
we are authoriſed by Paul, to ſay of them 
that (n) „ receive not the love of the truth, 
that they might be ſaved,” that they 
believe not the truth, but have pleaſure in 
unrighteoulſneſs, ** This appears to have 
been the caſe with all, of whom it 1s re- 
corded in the Scriptures, that they believed 
with only, what is called, a temporary faith; 
it appears, I ſay, in the account of them, 
that they received and held ſome falſhood. 
together with the truth, which was ſub- 
verſive of it; as Paul ſuppoſes the caſe of 
ſome of the Corinthians, who, it ſeems, held 


(24 2 Pet. i. 1. (2) 2 Theſſ. ii. my 
the 
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the reſurrection of Chriſt in ſuch a manner, 
as to deny the very import of that fact; 
viz. that he was the firſt- fruits of them 
that ſlept, and ſo would “ raiſe us u 
alſo, and quicken our mortal bodies.” Now 
if any among them ſaid there was no re- 
ſurrection of the dead, by holding this er- 
ror, they in fact denied Chriſt's reſurrection, 
and made their faith vain; he therefore ſays, 
1 Cor. XV. 1, &c. Brethren, I declare 
unto you the Goſpel which I preached unto 
you, Which alſo you have received, and 
wherein ye ſtand. By which allo ye are 
ſaved, if ye keep in memory what I preached 
unto you, unleſs ye have believed in vain. 
So that if this was their caſe, it would ap- 
pear, they had not heard the word of Ged and 
underſicod il; _ is the difference our 
Lord points out, between them that 
received the ſeed os the word into good 
ground, and others that only dured for a 
while. The ſame will appear to be the 
defect of others who are ſaid to believe, 
waich yet were not ſaved; as Agrippa be- 
lieved the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, 
as the Jews alſo did, in ſome miſtaken ſenſe 
of them; for it is certain, (if (in their 
true meaning they had believed Moſes, they 
would have ved Chriſt, for he wrote of 


(0) Matt. xiii. 20, 23. ) John v. 46. 
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kim.” So () Simon Magus believed, and 

was baptized, yet with ſuch a miſtake in 

his faith, as to leave room for him to think 

in his heart, that the gift of God might be 
urchaſed with money. 

Neither in theſe, nor I think, in any other 
inſtance, does the defect of their faith lie 
in the leaſt in the manner of believing, but in 
the thing believed; and therefore we find the 
apoſtles always diligently inculcating the 
truth, or ſhewing them <wwhat to believe; 
but never, as I recollect, lay down any rules 
baw they ſhould believe: a ſtrange defect, 
methinks, if the eſſence of believing aright, 
conſiſts in the manner of doing it; for how 
ſhould men proceed in examining whether 
they be in the faith, without an infallible 
rule to try it by? But if the eſſence of faith 
be chat we believe, the whole word of God 
is cur rule, and if (r) © we ſneak, or think, 
not according to this word, it is becauſe 
their is no light in us.” Yet the eſſence of 
juſtifying faith, 1s often in ſcripture reduced 
into fo ſhort a compaſls, as to be expreſſed by 
a ſingle ſentence, 

But can all that is eſſential to the ſaving 
truth, be included in a ſingle ſentence? Ves; 
and in this much of its beauty conſiſts, as it 
may be ſavingly known without a train of 
reafoning, and acceptably confeſſed in one 

'o) Acts viii. 13. (r) Ia, viii. 20. 
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word, equal to the brevity, with which 
Peter and the Eunuch made their confeſſions. 
Yet we may obſerve, theſe ſingle ſentences 
are ſo connected, as to ſhew they are deſigned 
for compleat definitions of juſtifying faith; 
and are given as rules by which our faith is 
to be examined, and as maxims, to which 
every perverſion of the goſpel, is more im- 
mediately or more remotely oppoled. Take 
for an inſtance, 1 Fob iv. 1, 3.— Try 
the ſpirits, whether they are of God. Here- 
by know ye the Spirit of God: Every ſpi- 
rit that confeſſeth that Jeſus Chriſt is come 
in the fleſh, is of God. And every ſpirit 
that confeſſeth not that Jeſus Chriſt is come 
in the fleſh, is not of God.“ This is our 
rule; to underſtand which, it will not be 
ſuicient to ſay, that the apoſtle Jahn, wrote 
in oppoſition to certain heretics, who denied 
the incarnation; ur it they denied it in ex- 
preſs words, they could need no rule, by 
which to prove that profeſſed Jews, or 
Heathens, were not Chriſtians; nor, if this 
was all, was there any need to aſſert, that 
every ſpirit that confeſſeth that Feſus Chriſt is 
come in the fleſh, is of God: the negative form 
of the third verſe, ſeems plainly ſuficient 
to cut off all ſuch ſuppoſed heretics; as 
the poſitive form of the ſecond, ſhews it is 
a definition of the faith that is of the opera- 
tion of God; as he aſſerts, he that has it 7s 
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of God. . This will oblige us to underſtand 
the confeſſion of the incarnation of Chriſt, 
to include in 1t, a confeſſion of the import 
of that fact; and a denial of it, muſt alſo 
take in all that detracts from what the ſcrip. 
tures ſhew to be the intention of it. For 
no man can be ſaid to confeſs that Jeſus 
is come in thefleſh, that denies the ſcripture- 
account of the intent of his coming. 

The import of this fact may be deduced 
briefly thus. Did God provide a Saviour ? 
Then men need one, fo were loſt. Did he 
come in the fleſh? He that came in fleſh, 
muſt be diſtinguiſhed from thefleſh in which 
he came, ſo muſt even be“ God maniteſt 
in fleſh.” Was ſuch his dignity ? Then 
God was infinitely juſt in demanding, fuch a 
ſatisfaction, and infinitely merciful in pro- 
viding and accepting it. Was he in fleſo? 
This implies relation to, and ſubſtitution for 
the children, that partake of fleſh and blood, 
Sc.“ It God ſent his Son, in the likeneſs 
of ſinful fleſn, © to ſeek and ſave that which 
was loſt;“ without doubt, he finiſhed 
the work the Father gave him to do, It he 
finiſhed it, ſuch as ſeek to add to it, refuſe 
to depend on it, or cannot be comforted by 
it alone, in effect deny it. In like manner, 
all true faith is ſummed up in the teſtimony 
God gave of his Son, the import of which 
is, 1 John v. 11. * This is the record, that 


God 
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93 


God hath given to us eternal life:“ and 
this life is in his Son. To believe this, is 
true faith, and an evidence of adoption; for, 
chap. iv. 15. Whoſoever ſhall confeſs that 
Jeſus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in 
him, and he in God,” But none believe 
this, that miſtake its meaning, or oppoſe 
its inſeparable conſequences, which are fuch 
as follow, wiz. If he is the Son of God, he 
is both God and man; if the be/cved Son, he 
1 holy, harmleſs, undefiled, Sc. if God 
is c pleaſed in him, he was not well pleaſed 
* with men without him, If he that did no 
ſin, died for fin, and yet was the beloved 
Son, it muſt be imputed to him: If fin 


was imputed to him, the righteouſneſs or 
God may alſo be imputed to ſinners : If 


he was well pleaſed in him, juſtice was ſatis- 
hed, and atonement perfected : It atone- 
ment was perfected, he that believes not the 
ſufficiency and freedom of this grace,“ ma- 
eth God a liar, becauſe he believeth not the 
record God hath given of his Son; (for) this 
is the record, that God hath given to us 
2rnal life: and this life is in his Son.“ 
dow eas this teſtimony was confirmed in the 
lurrection, to believe that, includes or 
uppoſe $ be lieving this; and © neretore, * f 
thou ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth the Lord 
Jeſus, and ſhalt believe in thy heart that 
God raiſed him from the dead, thou ſhalt be 
D ſaved.“ 
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ſaved.” For God raiſed him from the dead, 


and gave him glory, that our faith and hope 
might be in God. 

In like manner it is ſaid, „ Whoſoever 
believeth that Jeſus is the Chriſt, is born of 
God:“ For that character (the Chriſt) in- 
cludes all that the Jews of old expected in 
their Meſſiah, all that God had promiſed, 
and that fallen man needed. I am far from 
ſuppoſing, that I have hinted at all the par- 
ticulars included in the belief of the facts, 
or the teſtimony above taken notice of. A 
ſpecimen only was intended, Yet it ſeems 
ſufficient to account for a ſimilar paſſage, 
1 Cor. X11. 3. No man can ſay that Jeſus 
Chriſt is the Lord, but by the holy Ghoſt.” 
For “ every tongue that confeſſeth that 

eſus Chriſt is Lord, does it) to the glory 
of God the Father. Now it cannot be 
doubted but that he that ts of God, in whom 
God dwells, who is born of Gold, and who 
ſhall be ſaved, has juſtifying faith : Nor 
can any man ſhew that it is deſcribed by any 
thing in theſe inſtances, (where it is conſi- 
dered diſtinct from its fruits) but by the 
truth believed, the center of which is the 
divine teſtimony ; from which all the doc- 
trines of the goſpel have their importance, 
in proportion to their nearneſs of connection 
with it: and to which, every error is either 
immediately or more remotely oppoſed ; 
as 


Af 
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as all error may be proved to deny that 
faithful ſaying, that Jeſus Chriſt came into 
the world to ſave ſinners.** In ſhort, what- 
ever fully expreſſes the ſinner's good hope, 
before a juſt and holy God, is the faving 
truth; againſt which every error militates, 
and in which ex very believer reits, 

But can the record of God prijroey reccived 
be ſaid to juſlify? Ves; certainly, as well as 
if actively received : Except our activity 
therein have any hand in our juſtification. 
Faith juſtifies % the igt of God, no other- 
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, wiſe than as it reſpects, and is a name for, 
the thing we believe in, or as it is a name 
: tor the object of faith. Thus it is uſed, 
2 Rom. v. 1. © Being juſtified by faith, we | 
t have peace with God ” Here it ſeems no : 
y more than another word tor the ſame thing; 5 
6 as, Ver. 9. Being juſtified by his bloed, we 
ſhall be ſaved from wrath through him.“ 

n 
* Thus the thing believed, 5g. Chriſt de- 
» livered for our offences, and raiſed again for 
y our juſtification,” is imputed for righteouſ- 
"1 iels; and juſtifies, as it makes an atone- 

F ment, ſo blots out the charge laid againſt 

j , Jo CS) by / wn, all that believe are juſ- 
* mn from all th ings, from which they 

e. could not be juſtificd by the law of Moſes.” 
n But then, this record juſcäfies in He conſci- 

r | £1, as it preſents to their minds an imput- 

j ) Accs xiii. 39. 
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ed righteouſneſs, equal to all its demands, 
in the fulleſt view of the divine law and 
juſtice; (7) © even the righteouſneſs of 
Go d, which is by faith of Jeſus Chriſt, 
unto all, and upon all them that believe; 
for there is no difference.” When this 
(z) e teſtimony of God, that he hath given 
to us eternal lite, and this life is in his Son, 
— When this teſtimony, I ſay, is preſented 
to the mind (wv) with power. and with the 
holy Ghoſt, and with much àſſurance,“ and 
ſo received there as the word of God ; it is 
like the declaration of the judze h imſelf of 
the innocence of one that had ſtood Charged 
with crimes deſerving death. Thus the in- 
definite declarations of pardon, ſpeak peace 
to them that believe. 

But if juſtifying faith be no more than be- 
lieving God, may not men believe as the devils 
di, and have so more benefit from it than they 
have ? No; The truths of God are the tor- 
ment of devils, but the ſalvation of men. 
Wie believe that *) for this purpoſe the 
Son of God was manifeſted, that he might 
deſtroy the works of the devil.“ The de- 
vils believe this to, and ſay, ( Es thou 
come to torment us before the time ?” but 
will any fay, the belief of this is no more 


Rom. iii. 22. (4) 1 John v. 11. 
. / 1 Thef!. 1 5. (x) 1 Joan iii. 8. 


Matt. viii. 29. 
be neſit 
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benefit to men, than to devils? (2) „We 
believe that Jeſus Chriſt came into the 
world to fave ſinners of ;nankind ;? Satan 
believes ſo too, but he does not believe that 
he came to ſave devils : but certainly theſe 
truchs may have different effects; as a ty- 
| rant may believe, that a powerful Saviour 
is coming to ſet his flaves at liberty, and 
| put an end to his tyranny, with vengeance on 
him for his cruelty : The [laves -alfo may 
hear, and believe it; but will both receive 
S talice? No: while the tyrant (2) believes 
| 
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and trembles, the ſlaves (5) be lieving, re- 
joice with joy unſpeakable. 
a It will not be eaſy to ſhew, that when 
c with the heart man believes to righteouſneſs, 
he then knows or believes any truth that 
+ the devils do not believe, or in any different 


5 way from them; only in that he receives 
'y the love of the truth which Satan hates, 
— and ſo rejoices in that at which devils trem- 
1, ble. He therefore that can ſhew that the 
e ſalvation of the devils is promiſed in the 
if truths they believe, ſhall have my conſent 
g- to call their faith, juſtifying faith. The 
U apoſtle Janes, when he ſpeaks of the de- 
Ut vils believing, is not diſputing about the 
re manner of believing ; but ſhewing the ab- 


ſurdity of prete nding to true faith, without 


(2) i Tim. i. 15. (a) Jam. ii. 19. 
(9) 1 Pet. 1. 8. 
lit D 3 pro- 


54 The nature and effects of juſtifying fait 5, 
producing fruits to prove it ſuch. Now if 
we compare the devil's confeſſion of his faith, 
with Peter's, we ſhall find them the ſame. 
Luke iv. 41. Devils came out of many, 
crying out, and ſaying, Tu art Chrijt tbe 
Son of Goa,” Now hear Peter, Matt. xvi. 
16. Thou art Chriſt the Sch of the liv- 
ing God, We read, that Je:us rebuke 
ed the devils, and ſuffered them not to 
peak; for they knew that he was Chriſt: 
but to Peter he ſaid, Blefled art thou, 
Simon Barjona , for fleſh and blood hath 
not revealed it unto thee, but my Father 
which is in heaven.” Therefore of men it 
is faid, (c) Whoſoever ſhall confeſs that 
ſeſus is the Son of God, God dwelleth 
in him, and he in God.” And yet, this is 
no more than the devils confeſſed. So that 
it ſeems we need not be frightned at the 
name of a diabolical faith; as long as we 
are not devils, but men, to whom the Fathcr 
as revealed his Son, and men too whole 
nature (d) Chriſt took hold on, when he 
took not hold on that of angels. 

But is not this faith altainable by any man, 
and atlually attained by many, who yet ap- 
pear not by their fruits to bave the failhsf God's 
cleft? No; for (e)“ no man knoweth the 
Father but the Son, and he to whomloever 
the Son will reveal him,” Now it they 

c 1 John iv. 15. (4) Heb. ii. 16. 

ſe) Matt. xi. 27. 
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cannot know the Father without ſuch a ma- 
nifeſtation of him as is not made to the 
| world, it is certain they cannot believe in 
him without it. Nor is it any objection to 
| this, that faith is only the believing God's 
teſtimony ; for men cannot believe what 
they do not underſtand ; and (f) « the 
natural man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God: for they are fooliſhneſs unto 
him, neither can he know them, becauſe 
they are ſpiritually diſcer ned.“ However 
ealy it is to make ſuch a confeſſion as 
Peter did, and however inſignificant icme 
may think it to believe it; g) “ yet fleſh 
and blood did not reveal it to him :** but as 
it came from the Father, the bleſſing of 
Jeſus attended it. It is true, a difference 
may have place, between what men profeſs, 
and what they believe; ſo that it may not 
be eaſy to ſhew any defect in the confeſſion 
they make: but it is (+) ** w0i1b 1he beart man 
believes to righteouſneſs, and with the 
mouth confeſſion is made to ſalvation.” 
And therefore it they bring not forth fruits, 
to prove that they really believe what they 
profeſs, we may ſay, {:) “they have not 
neard him, nor been taught by him as the 
truth is in Jeſus.” No man can be ſaid to 
have like precious faith with the apoſtles,” 
unleſs he hold the ſame truths, have the 


(f) 1 Cor. ii. 14. (2g) Matt. xvi. 17. 
(+) Rom. x. 10, (i) Epheſ. iv. 21. 
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fame object, and bring forth the ſame 
kind of fruits: And this cannot be, un- 
!1 (&) « Gol who commanded the light 
to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſhined in their 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God, in the face of Teſus 
Chriſt. It is“ the entrance of the divine 
word that giveth light; it giveth under- 
ſtanding to the ſimple.” 

Now until wiſdom from above entereth 
into the heart, or the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God be given, we may 
lay a man cannot know che true God; for 
it is life eternal to know him) and therefore 
cannot be ſaid to believe him: Nor does it 
cem poſlible for an unbeliever, to admit 
among his approved principles, the account 
God gives of the utter depravity and help- 
leſſneſs of human nature; yet this is eſſen- 
tial to believing the divine teſtimony, (/) 
that God is well pleaſed in his beloved 
Son.** But, wherever the defect be, where 
there is a re profeſſion, and yet a fruitleſs 
life, this is certain, (n) * He that faith, I 
know him, and keepeth not his command- 
ments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him: 
7, e. he doth not know the truth; for if he 
did, and it dwelt in him, it would (as a 
new ſet of principles in common lite) 
produce a new courſe of actions; for 

(#) 2 Cor. iv. 6. % Matt. iii 17. 

(m) 1 John 11, 4. 


* 
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(1) wherever the word of the truth of the 
goſpel comes, it brings forth fruit in them 
that receive it, from the day they hear of it, 
and know the grace of God in truth.” 

1s no kind or degree of appropriation, or 
perſonal aſſurance, included in the nature of 

juſtifying faith ? No; tor if any thing con- 
{tirutes faith of the right ſort, or juſtitying, 
ariſing from the manner our minds are em- 
ployed about it; then it is not the g be- 
//cved alone that juſtifies, but the manner 
of believing that conſtitutes it true faith. 
Nor is anyone's perſonal intereſt in ſalvation, 
declared in that truth which he that believes 
not ſhall be damned. It is the duty of all 
that hear the goſpel to believe God's declara- 
tions in it, and he that believes them not, 
makes God a liar; but it is not declared 
there, of any particular perſon, either by 
name, or any infallible ſign that can be 
ſcen on his firſt believing, that he in par- 
ticular ſhall be ſaved. So that, as it can- 
not be eſſential to faith to believe what God 
hath not ſpoken; neither can it be the duty 
of all who hear the goſpel, to believe that 
Chriſt loved bem, and gave himſelf for 
em; unleſs this be true of all who hear it: 
and if it is, then univerſal redemption, and 
univerſal ſalvation are ſo too. 
( a} Col. i. 6. 
D 5 It 
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It is true, the goſpel report gives abun- 
dant ground of rejoicing when it is firſt 
believed; but then this joy ariſes only 
from the view of the ſufficiency and free- 
neſs of the ſalvation that is by Chriſt Jeſus, 
even that his grace is ſufficient for the moſt 
guilty, and open to embrace the moſt mi- 
ſerable of Adam's race. And in this they 
rejoice, ia hope of the glory of God; while 
yet the man cannot be aſſured his faith ſhall 
not fail, on ſome future trial; as he ſees 
many concerning the faith, have made ſhip- 
wreck : This ſhews him it is neceſſary to 
maintain a fear, * Jeſt (a promiſe being leſt 
of entering into God's reſt) he ſhould ſeem 
to come ſhort of it.“ Nor can this fear be 
properly removed, until it is (o) caſt out 
by love being perlected. So that no man 
can be aſſured his faith is genuine, until its 
fruits prove it ſo. Thus Peter exhorts to (p) 
« add to faith, virtue; and to virtue, know- 
ledge; and to knowledge, temperance ; 
and to temperance, patience z and to pati- 
ence, godlineſs; and to godlineſs, brother] 
kindneſs and to brotherly kindneſs, cha- 
rity: Lor if theſe things, faith he, be in you, 
and abound, they make you that ye ſhall 
neither be barre n, nor unftuitful in the 
knowledge of cur Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” He 
therefore adds, + Wherefore the rather, 

(o 1 John iv. 18. Nis. 

brethren, 


The nature and effects of juſtifying faith. 89 


brethren, give diligence to make your call- 
ing and election ſure : for if ye do theſe things, 
ye ball never fall.” Theſe things there- 
fore will prove (and it cannot be proved 
without them) that (3) We are not of 
them that draw back to perdition, but of 
them that believe to the ſaving of the ſoul.” 
For, I doubt not, but every one who can ſay 
with the apoſtle, (r) I through the law 
am dead to the law, that I might live unto 
God ; I am crucified with Chritt : never- 
theleſs I live, yet not I, but Chriſt liveth 
in me; and the life which I now hve in the 


Beih, I live by the faith of the Son of 


(z0d ,” may add with him, ** who [ved me, 
and gave himſelf for me.” But if this was 
ine privilege of all, at their firſt believing, 
do not perceive any room for conſequent 
exhortations, to (q) ſhew diligence, to the 
tuil aſſurance of hope to the end,” if they 
obtained it at the firſt believing; nor for (f 
* examining whether they be in the faith,“ 
if faith can de proved to be true, before it 
be fruitful. Now as all men act according 
to the principles that bear the ſway in their 
minds, actions will ever be a proof of their 
principles; though their profeſſions may 
not be conformed to them. That which 
proves my obedience to the truth, will 
4 Heb. x 39. (r) Gal. it. 19, 20. 
5 Heb. vi. 11. {t } 2 Cor. xiii. 5. 
prove 
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prove my belief of it; and that which 
roves my belief of the ſaving truth, proves 
alſo that I ſhall be ſaved; for * he that 
believes ſhall be ſaved.“ And that which 
proves me a believer, is alſo a proof that 
the doctrines I have received are the truth, 
and no lie; as they have ſuch effects as no- 
thing but divine truth could produce, 
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IV. On the work of the Spirit of God. 


C4 N any of the things that accompany ſal- 

vation be wrought in the hear! of a man 
by any other agent than the boly Sjirit of Goa? 
No; for the things which God hath pre- 
pared, he hath revealed unto us by his 
Spirit: and the things of God knoweth none, 
but the Spirit of God. The Spirit quick- 
neth, the fleſh profiteth nothing. Man, 
with the utmoſt abilities and talents, can 
only be furniſhed naturally with (#) the 
wiſdom of this world, which cometh to 
nothing,” when employed about the things 
of God. If we are born of God, we are 
born of the Spirit; 1o in no reſpect, ( ww) C of 
blood, nor of the wili of the feſh, nor of 
the will of man, but of God,” And as 
Chriſtians receive this tranſition from death 


{u) 1 Cor, ii. 6. (xv) John 1.13, 


[0 
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to life, (x) by the waſhing of regeneration, 
and renewing of the holy Ghoſt ;”* ſo their 
eſtabliſhment and edification is from the 
(y) God of hope, filling them with joy 
and peace in believing, that they may a- 
bound in hope, through the power of the 
holy Ghoſt : for which reaſon the holy Spi- 
rit is called (Z © the Spirit of wiſdom, and 
revelalion in the knowledge of Chriſt.” And 
as the will of God is their Sanctification, 
this alſo is his work, as the Hy Spirit, on 
them whom (a) ** God hath choſen to ſal- 
vation, r,, ſanc!ification of the Spirit 
unto obedience :” for it is the character of 
Chriſt's diſciples, that () they have“ purified 
their ſouls in obeying the truth rough the 
Spirit ;> or that they are (c) “ ſanctified in 
the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the S/ ;: it 
of our God,” And as God has provided 
« ſtrong conſolation for them, who have 
fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope 
ſet before them ;*” io it is by his Spirit he 
communicates to our minds the reaſon and 
ſupport of everlaſting conſolation, and good 
hope: for which reaſon the holy Ghoſt 
bears the engaging names of de Comforter, 
and the Spi of promiſe, as he preſents to 
the mind che things of Chriſt, propoſed in 


ni 5. (y) Rom xv. 13. 
(z) Ephel 1. 17. (8) 1 FL. 
914 Pet. 1. 32. (c) 1 Cor. 6. 11. 
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the promiſes, which are all yea and amen 
in him; and by them, as they deſcribe, 
and flow from the love of God, gives ſuch 
confidence, that our (d) hope maketh not 
aſhamed, becauſe the love of God is ſhed 
abroad in our hearts, ty the holy Ghoſt,” 
* Thus wiſdom's ways are made ways of 
pleaſantneſs;“ and the kingdom of God 


within us,” appears to be“ rightecuſneſs, 


and peace, and joy ef the boly Ghojt.” So that, 
whether we regard regeneration, ſanCifi- 
cation, edification, or conſolation, we muſt 
ſay, (e) “ All things are of God, who hath 
reconciled us to himſelt by Jeſus Chriſt.“ 
Does the Sririt of God perform any ſaving 
work on the tearts of men but by the word of 
God? No; for however the mind may be 
alarmed, and the attention ingaged, by 
providences. c. yet only the word of 
God in the Spirit's hand, maketh believers; 
nor is any thing beſides the truth uſed by 
him, to cleanſe, guide, feed, comfort, or 
confirm them in the chriſtian character 
and life. This appears evident, if we at- 
tend to all the things ſaid in the {cripture 
to be done by the Spirit of God. 
Believing, in the very nature of the thing, 
ſuppoſes a teſtimony to be believed; and we 
find all them for whom Chriſt prays, are 


(4) Rom. v. 5. („) 2 Cor. v. 18. 


ſuch 
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ſuch as (/) believe on him through the 
apoſtles word.” And when the change of 
mind and affections attending this, is pointed 
to, the inſtrument by which the change is 
wrought is aſſerted to be the (g) word of 
God, which they heard of the apoſtles 
which word they received, not as the word 
of men, but (as it was in truth) the word of 
God, which alſo wrought effectually in 
them.” So that it was (4) © of his own will 
he begat them 401th the word of Truth.” And 
the principle of ſpiritual life in them that 
are born again, is (i the incorruptible 
ſeed of the word of God, which liveth and 
abideth for ever ; even that word that by 
the goſpel was preached unto them.” There- 
fore the ſeals of Paul's apoſtleſhip are de- 
ſcribed as ſuch whom he had (&+) <«* bego!ten 
through the geſrel.” So then, (1) “ faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God; for how ſhould they believe 
in him of whom they had not heard ?” It 
this be called a new creation, it refers our 
mind to the Old, in which, «+ He ſpake, 
and it was done; he commanded, and it 
ſtood faſt. Or, if it be compared to 
raiſing the dead, that allo 1s done by the 
dead bearing the voice of the Sen of Ged. 


/) John xvii. 20. te) 1 Theſſ 11.13, 
(hb) Jam. 1.18. (;} + Felt io 2%; 
(4) 1 Cor. w. 15 (/) Rom., «X. 17. 
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For this reaſon, as the Spirit works only 
by the word of God, he is called the Spirk 
of the truth, or the Spirit of faith. | 
Edification is alſo by the truth, as it is 
by it we are built together (eſpecially in 
church union) for an habitation of God 
through the Spirit: Or, if compared to 
trees of righteouſneſs, the planting of the 
Lord for his own glory, or a garden, or a 
field that the Lord hath bleſſed, the nou- 
riſhment is by the word. () © As the rain 
cometh down, and the ſnow from heaven, 
and returneth not thither, but watereth the 
earth: /o ſhall my word be, that goeth forth 
out of my mouth: it ſhall not return unto 
me void, but it all accompliſh that which 
I pleaſe, and it ſhall proſper in the thing 
whereto I ſent it. By this the divine lite is 
maintained; for man ſha!l not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that pro- 
ceedeth out of the mouth of God ” This 
is ſuited to the weakeſt, who (n) as new. 
born babes deſire the ſinccre milk cf he 
word, that they may grow thereby.” Nor 
have the ſtrongeſt in faith any other ſupport; 
for though Timethy had from a child known 
the holy ſcriptures, which were able to make 
him wiſe to ſalvation ; yet he could only be 
a good miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, by being 
(zz) lia. lv. 10. (2) 1 Pet ii. 2 | 
„ nouriſhed 
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Oh nouriſhed up in the words of faith, 
and of good doctrine.” And by this only is 
(p) the man of God made perfect, tho- 
roughly turniſhed to every good work.” 
Sanctification of the Spirit is alſo accom- 
pliſhed by belief of the truth; as all goipel 
| obedience is obedience to the truth, and every 
Chriſtian hath purified his ſoul in obeying 
Ide truth through the Spirit: which ſhews 
| the reaſon of Chriſt's prayer, (q) Sanctify 
them through the truth: And again, For 
their ſakes I ſanctify myſelf, that they alſo 
may be ſancti fied through the truth.“ Nor 
indeed have we any rules for obedience, nor 
ſufficient otives to it, but in the word of 
the truth of the goſpel, Hence, when 
Chriſt deſcribes the ſubjects of his kingdom 
to Pilate, he faith, (r) Every one that 
is of the truth, heareth my voice;“ i. e. 
lo heareth it, as to diſtinguiſh it from a 
ſtranger, whom he will not follow, but 
tice om him: And he heareth it fo as to 
6509 wt, for © he heareth his ſavings, and 
ech them; and doth not call him Maſter 
£ Lord, without doing the things he 
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” ſaith: nor does he count them hard ſayings; 
" as the words he ſpeaketh are, „a light to | 
I his feet, and a lanthorn to his paths.” This 
£ then is the only mean of ſanctification, that 1 
(e) 1 Tim iv. 6. ( Tim. iii 16, 17. 4 

7) John xvii. 17, 19. (50 5 


John xviii. 37. 
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the ſcriptures point out to us; as (5) « this 
1s the victory that overcometh the world, 
even your faith ;** and to overcome that, is 
to be conquerors over the luſts of the fleſh, 
the luſts of the eye, and the pride of life, 
which are all that 1s in the world, This 
is God's appointed mean of ſanctification; 
for (7) „ Chriſt loved the church, and gave 
himſelf for it; that he might ſanctify and 
cleanſe it with the waſhing of water, by Ihe 
word,” 

Conſolation muſt alſo be founded on, 
and communicated by the word of God; 
as that alone contains glad tidings of great 
Joy to all people: So when God's word is 
found, and they eat it, his word is to them 
the joy and rejoicing of their hearts ;” for 
the Spirit of truth ſhews the things of 
Chriſt, when he performs the work of a 
Comforter ; which things are revealed or 
recorded only in the ſcriptures : nor could 
weever know what were the comforts of the 
holy Ghoſt, if he ſpake not by, and ac- | 
cording to the apoſtle's words, or if he did 
not ſpeak to us, the ſame truths he did to 
and by them; for this is the apoſtolic rule, 
(u) „Every one that is of God, heareth us, 
Hereby know we the Spirit of truth, and the 


(s) 1 Johnv. 4, 5. () Eph. v. 25, 26. 
(s) 1 John iv. 6. 
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Spirit of error.” And the experience of 
Chriſtians teſtifies, that when they have 
been in diſtreſs, (h he ſent his word, and 
healed them, and delivered them from their 
deſtructions:“ Nor have his conſolations 
been ſmall, when they received the word in 
much affliction, with joy of the holy Ghoſt. 
t is certain, the joy of faith, or joy and 
peace in believing, muſt ariſe from, or be 
conveyed by, the tidings believed, 

Is there then no vital principle or new na- 
ture implanted in believers, diſtin? from, and 
pricr to the word of God dwelling in them ? 
Noz; for it is by (x) the great and precious 
promiſes, we are made partakers of the 
divine nature.“ And the incorruptible ſeed 
of ſpiritual life, is the word of God; as we 
alſo are begotten by the word of truth. 
Now unleſs we can think of a principle of 
animal life, ſeparate from, and prior to 
the ſeed of generation, diſtinct from the 
nature of which the animal partakes, and 
prior to 1ts being begotten : the metaphors 
are not Hroper; or they forbid us to ſpeak 
of inhe:cnt grace ſeparate from the words 
of Chriſt dwelliug in us. Thus Chriſt 
points out the ſference between his ene- 
mies and his <...ciples ; to the former, he 


(wv) Pſalm cvii. 20. (x) 2 Pet 1. 4. 
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ſays, (3) “e Ye ſeek to kill me becauſe my 
word hath no place in you.” To the lat- 
ter, he ſaith, (2) „If ye abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ye ſhall aſk what 
ye will, and it ſhall be done unto you.” 
The chief objection I can think of to this, 

is T1318 3 Chriſt has declared of little chil- 
dren, or intants, © * that of ſuch is the king- 
dom of heaven :” But “ except a man be 
born again he cannot fee the kingdom of 
God ;” therefore regeneration mult be al- 

together independent on the indwelling 
truth; foraſmuch as infants cannot receive, 
becauſe they cannot underſtand the words 
of Chriſt. So that the argument ſtands 
thus, they may enter the kingdom of God, 

therefore mult be regenerate, which cannot 
be by the word; ſo muſt have a divine 
principle, or new nature implanted, with- 
out any thing to do with the word. 

To this I would oppoſe another argu- 
ment, by which I ſhall obtain the objector's 
aſſiſtance to anſwer the former. He that 
believeth not, ſhall be damned: as in- 

ants cannot underſtand, they cannot be- 
lieve 3 therefore muſt be damned. If the 
objector ſhould reply, this concluſion can- 
not be applied to infants, beca'.ſe Chriſt 
has declared, „of ſuch g the kingdom of 

(John viii 37. z) John xv. 
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heaven,” I grant 1t: but by what rule then 
muſt the former ? Had we not better con- 
der God's word, as written for the uſe of 
ſuch as can read it, without perplexing our- 
ſelves with ſpeculations about ſuch as can- 
not? We are ſure, however, among adult 
perſons, (a) „ thoſe he will have to be 
ſaved, he will alſo have to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.” 

But are not faith, hope, and le, diſtinct 
inberent graces, ſeparate from the indwelling 
truth? No; for the moſt that ſuch an 
inherent principle could amount to, if 
granted, ſeparate from the indwelling trutÞ, 
would be a diſpoſition or readineſs in the 
human mind, to believe the goſpel, hope in 
its promiſes, and love him; it deſcribes 
even before the entrance of that word, that 
gives the {inner light to know what he is to 
believe, ſo ſhews him the things to be hoped 
tor, and deſcribes to him the object to be 
loved: Which ſuppoſition, (if it be not as 
unintelligible to others as it is to me) has 
however this inſuperable objection in the 
way of it, that if it be a ſeparate, it muſt 
alſo be a previous principle; and ſo it ſup- 
poles the principle of that faith by which 
the juſt live, to be in the dead ſinner, before 
he hears the voice of the Son of God, and 

(a2) 1 Tim. ii. 4. 
lives. 
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lives. Or it ſuppoſes a perſon to have faith 
in its principle, that did not come by hear. 
ing the word of God. 

But that the truth that dwells in the heart 
of him that believes it, ſhould be the prin- 
ciple of faith, hope, love, and obedience, | 
ſeems intelligible and ſcriptural. Aſk the 
Chriſtian, why he beheves he may be accepted 
in the Beloved; his anſwer is ready, Be. 
cauſe God hath declared himſelf well- pleaſed 
in him; which declaration of God is my 
faith.” Aſk him, why he hopes for eternal 
life; he will ſay, becauſe (5) “ God that 
cannot lie, hath promiſed it before the world 
began.” Aſk him, why he loves God; 
and he will tell you, becauſe he hath com- 
mended his love to us; and ſaid, (c) “ Yea 
I have loved thee with an everlaſting love.“ 


' Aſk, why he walks in the ordinances of 


God blameleſs; the anſwer is, (4) He hath 
heard and been taught of God, as the truth 
is in Jeſus; therefore puts off concerning 
his former converſation, the old man, which 
is corrupt, &c.” Thus it is in common life. 
Good tidings believed may be ſaid to be our 
faith: As they inform us of ſome future 
good, believing them produces hope of the 


things promiſed: And if the good things 


promiſed, are to come of meer grace, be- 


re. (c) Jer, xxxi. 3. 
(4) Eph. iv. 21 3 
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leving the tidings of them will produce love 
to him that gives them : which love will 
be manifeſted in readineſs to do all things 
whatſoever he commands them. Theſe 
will be augmented by greater degrees of 
knowledge; for (e) “ believers grow in 
grace, only as they grow in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt.” In- 
ſtruction in this, gradually (7) perfects that 
which was lacking in their faith: And when 
their faith groweth exceedingly, then alſo 
their love towards each other aboundeth. 
So likewiſe hope is promoted by the * God 
of hope, filling them with all joy and peace 
in believing, that they may abound in hope, 
through the powerof the holy Ghoſt.“ Thus 
it appears, that hope, love, &c. are only 
different names, deſcriptive of the different 
influences and effects of the truth, known 
and believed; which may be called the un- 
feigned faith that dwells in us: And it allo 
appears, that theſe are promoted by an in- 
creaſe of divine(g) knowledge; as the joy of 
faith, rejoicing of hope, and the comforts 
of love, are effects of < receiving the Spirit 
of wiſdom and revelation in the knowledge 
of Chriſt, the eyes of our underſtanding 
being enlightned, that we may know what 
is the hope of his calling, and what the 
riches of the glory of his inheritance in the 


(e) 2Pet. iii. 18. (f) 1 Theff. iii. 10. 


(gs) Eph. i. 17. - 
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ſaints.** Here it appears, all we can know 
of Chriſt, or of what we are to hope for, 
and rejoice in, comes from the Spirit, as the | 
Spirit of revelation, and enters the mind by 
the eyes of ihe underſtanding. The like may 
be ſaid of thoſe expreſſions which ſpeak of | 
Chriſt dwelling in believers ; as we are ex- 
preſly told, he (4) < dwells in their hearts by 
faith :** They amount to an aſſertion, that 
the power and influences of Chriſt, on the 
lives of believers, are exerted by the in- 
ſtrumentality of the truth, believed in the 
heart. This alſo is called a new heart, 
which expreiton, being metaphorical, de- 
notes a new Principle of life. For as out of 
the heart are the iſſues of life, in the animal 
economy; if a new heart could be placed in 
the animal body, of different capacities and 
powers, ſo performing its operations in 2 
clifferent way from the old one; the whole 
body, with all the animal functions and 
works, muſt differ in conformity to it; 
which difference would be conſiderable 
enough to be called a new crealinn, and the 
animal thus changed, would be a new crea- 
ture. All this the indwelling truth is the 
inſtrument of, when God performs his pro- 
miſe, (i) I will put my laws in their hearts, 
and in their minds will [ write them.”? 


(») Eph. i. 17. (i) Heb. x, 16. | 
80 
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Now So that we may conſider faith, or the 
for, M ruth believed, as the ſource of all that is 
S the acceptable to God, and profitable to men. 
d by W And, as all the chriſtian's Joy and peace 
may W comes by believing, we may be aſſured, the 
k of ground of his joy is contained in the truth 
ex- he believes. Nor can he think that any 
tShy emotions of his mind, or ferment of his 
that paſſions e r ple caſt ing they might ſeem) 
the W ought to be called the preſence of God, un- 


In- leſs the delineations of his love, as drawn 
the in his word, are preſent to his mind. Nor : 
art, can he think any motions he feels in his f 
de- heart, ſhould be eſteemed the influences of 
t of the Spirit of God, unleſs ſome truth be con- 
mal veyed to his mind, which he did not fee be- 
in fore, for his inſtruction; or impreſſed with 
ind its evidence and importance for his confirma- 
1 ion therein, or for his /zpport under burdens 
ole and fears; that (&) « when his afflictions 
nd abound, his confolations ailo. may abound 
* by Chriſt Jeſus“ i 
ble But as the Spirit of God, in his work ot 
ne Comforter, is ſaid to be a 0, earneſt, 
wy and ſeal to believers; Are his operations 
he that are thus deſcribed, fer formed by the word 
O- of truth? Yes; for theſe are expreſſions 
5 deſcriptive of his work as the Comforter, 


which he performs by“ taking the things of 
Chriſt, and ſhewing them to us:“ but the 
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things he ſhews, are deſcribed only in the 
word; for he reveals no new things of 
C hriſt, only preſents to the mind the things 
that 1) « are written, that we might believe 
that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God; 
and that believing. we may have life through 
him.” Therefore, whatſoever the Spirit 
ſpeaks privately as a Comforter, can only 
be known to be his voice, by its being a- 
greeable to what he ſpeaks publicly in the 
word. So that what he ſpake by the apo- 
ſtles, is the rule to try the ſpirits, whether 
they are of God.” Keeping this in our 
view, we may underſtand how he bear; 
witneſs to our adoption, gives us an earneſt of 
our inheritance, ana ſeals us tg the day of re- 
demption : For (m) “ though eye hath not 
ſeen, nor ear heard, nor have entred into 
the heart of man, the things which God 
hath laid up for them that love him ; yet he 
hath revealed them to us by his Spirit.” In 
this he acts as the Spirit of thoſe confolatory 
ſayings, which Chriſt ſpake to his diſciples; 
and ſo () brings all things to our remem- 
brance, whatſoever Chriſt hath ſpoken to 
uz.“ Thus, does he witneſs to our adoption? 
Ic is to give us the comfort of ſuch ſayings 
of Chriſt, as this, (s) * will not leave you 
Orphans, I will come to you.” Does he 


(0 John xx. 31. () 1 Cor. ii. 10. 
() John xy, 26, % John xiv. 18. 


give 
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give an earneſt of our inheritance? It is as 
the Spirit of that promiſe, (p) © I go to 


4 prepare a place for you; and if I go and 
«| prepare a place for you, I will come again, 

| and receive you unto myſelf, that where I 
h am, there ye may be alſo.” Does he ſeal 
ie us to the day of redemption? It is but 
ly marking us for the ſalvation deſigned for 
4 them, to whom he ſays, ()“ Fear not, lit- 
16 tle lock, it is your F XA. s good pleaſure to 
4 give you the K ingdom.“ 

er As a witneſs he teſtifies to a fact, which is, 
r chat we are the children of God, and con- 
-; ſequently, „ heirs of God and joint-heirs 
if with Chriſt,” Now this is a character no 
— where drawn, but in the word of God; ſo 
t that no teſtimony concerning this fact can 


0 amount to evidence of it, but as it points 
| out the ſcripture character of a child 
e of God, and ſhews our conformity thereto. 
1 As to the joint teſtimony of the Spirit of 
7 God, and our ſpirits, or conſciences, it is 
a teſtimony that we have the [mage and 
; S$/1r1t of his Son, and conſequently the life 
which none have but ſuch as are born again. 

? For inſtance, the word ſaith, () “ Whoſo- 
ever believeth that Jeſus is the Chriſt, 1 
| born of God.” All men are conſcious what 
| they hold to be true; which conſciouſneſs, 

% John xiv, 3. (7) Luke xii. 32. 

(r) 1 Johnv.1. 
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is the witneſs of cur ſpirits. But this wit— 
neſs needs to be ſupported, as it will yet 
admit a doubt, whether the perſon {ufi- 
ciently underſtands the ſcripture import of 
this truth, that Jeſus is the Chriſt; for un- 
ti! I am ſatisfied I receive this truth in He 
fenſe of the ſcriptures, J cannot be ſatisfied 
that I do believe it, nor concluſively argue 
from it that I am born of God, To rem ove 
this doubt, and adjoin the divine teſtimony 
to that of my own ſpirit, the holy Spirit of 
wiſdom and revelation, enlightens the eyes of 
my underſtanding, to perceive more tully the 
evidence and import of this truth; ſo that! 
cannot but conclude, I believe it as the 
apoſtles did, and conſequently, have like 
precious faith with them. 

They that are born of God are deſcribed 
by their love and obedience, in ſuch words 
as theſe, (5) © Every one vat loveth, is born 
of God, and knuweth Od; and are directed 
to look for the fruits of his love, in obedi- 
ence to his new commandment; in reſpect * 
of which, it is ſaid, (/) In this the children 
of God are manifeſt, and the children of 
the devil: whoſoever doth righteouſneſs is 
of God.” Here the queſtion is, Have ! 
that love of God, evidenced by obedience 
to him, by which they that are born of 
God, are here deſcribed ? The witneſs of 

(5) 1 John iv. 7. (7) 1 Joan 11, 10. 

my 
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t my own ſpirit to this, is a conſciouſneſs that 
[love him, and therefore keep his words. 
f But the languor of our affections, and im- 
d leger of our obedience, make the wit- 
e KB nes of conſcience alone but a dubious 
] teltimony z but this 1s ſeconded by the Spi- 
2 it, who increaſes our love, by ſhewing more 


. of the love of God as manifeſt in his word; 
7 nence we can ſay, )“ Our hope maketh 
f not aſhamed, becauſe the love of God i 

f ſhed abroad in our heats, by the holy 


: Ghoſt,” So that, by this witneſs we come 
| MF to the concluſion, (tg, Wholo keepeth his 
word, in him veriy is the love of God per- 
| jected : hereby know Ie inal we are in bum.” 


7. e. God hath compleated his redeeming 
love, by the work of his Spirit in us, the 

| evidence of which is our obedience. 

113 We may thus briefly repreſent this mat- 

| ter: The fa lo be proved, is our being 
children of God. The medium of prof, is 
the work of faith, and labour of love. 
Ihe laws of the evidence, are the ſcriptures 
of truth, The witneſjcs, are the Spirit of 
God, and our ſpirits, who join to teſtify 
that we are the ſons of God. 

The Spirit alſo gives an earneſt of the 
heavenly inheritance, which is likewiſe given 
by the word; whereby is pre ſented to the 
mind, a Greatly of future bleſſcdneſs, or, 


f 


2) Rom. v 5. ee John ii. 5. i 
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« the ſubſtance of the things hoped for, and 


the evidence of things not ſeen.” This ap- 
pears to be by the word. If we conſider 
heaven as perfect reſt; of this the Spirit 
gives a ſpecimen, when ( C ve that have 
bel: eved do enter into reſt;” as it is only in his 
word, he ſpeaks peace to the guilty conſci- 
ence, or joy to the troubled mind. 

Again, if heaven be conſidered with re- 
ſpect to fellowſhip, as the general aſſembly 
and church of the firit-born, a ſpecimen of 
this alſo is communicated by the goſpel; 
tor the apoſtles wrote, and declared the 
things which they (y) had ſeen and heard, 
that others might have fellowſhip with 
them : and truly their Fellowſhip was with 
the Father, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt.” 

So of the ſeal of the Spirit, if we take 
it to mean the marking them for God's pro- 
perty, or impreſſing the divine image, it is 
done (z) „ by that form of doctrine into 
which they have been delivered.“ 

But when our faith, hope and love, are 
proved to be genuine by their fruits, to 
which the Spirit bears witneſs ; May we 
not take comfort, from the con federation of 
their being of the right kind? Yes; for the 
truth of faith does not conſiſt in our man- 
ner of believing, but in the truth of what 


Yin i. 3. 


(x) Heb. iv. 3. 
(z) Rom, vi. 17. 


we 
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we believe; and every believer rejoiceth 
in the truth. So, if his hope is genuine, 
he rejoiceth in hope; becauſe faithful is he 
that hath promited. And if his love be ge- 
nuine, he rejoiceth in the real lovelineſs of 
him on whom his heart is fixed; for {a) & to 
them that believe he is precious.” But, if 
by the right kind of taith, hope and love, 
was intended a diſtinction between our be- 
lieving, and the things we believe, ſo as 
chat we may be comtorted from reflectin 8 
on the motions or tendency of our minds, 
ſrparate from the truth; he that can get 
comfort from that, muſt certainly rejoice in 
a thing of nought. He that hears good 
dings, rejoices in them, as they appear to 
him to be true, and ſuitable to his wants; 
and not from conſideration of his believing 
them: though, if he did not receive them 
for true, he could have no joy or peace 
rom the m; for theſe come only from be- 
1 ile that hopes for ſome future 
good, is comforted from the conſideration 
of the things hoped for, and the faithful- 
neſs of him that promiſed them; and not 
on account of the tendency of his mind : 
though, it he had no hope of them, the 
knowledge of their exiſtence could give 
him no joy. Thus it is God's faithfulneſs 
we reſt on, when we rejoice in hope of his 


(@) 2 Dot. ii. 7. 


24 glory. 
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glory. In like manner, love rejoiceth, not 
in itſelf, or its own motions, but in the 
excellency of its object. If we could ſup. 
poſe a believer to be comforted, by reflect. 
ing on any act of his mind, ſeparate from 
the truth, that leaves no feth room to glory 
in the divine prefence z we mult alſo admit, 
that he hath ſo far loſt ſight of the only 
ground of glorying, viz. the croſs of 
Chriſt;” and ſo far has confidence in the 
fleſh. But the true character of a Chriſtian 
is, (9) „ We are the circumciſion, who 
worſhip God in the Spirit, and rejoice in 
Chriſt Jeſus, and have no confidence in the 
fieſh.” Nor can he, from firſt to laſt, find 
any other reaſon than ſovereign grace, why 
it was given him in the behalf of Chriſt, to 
believe; while yet to others it is not given. 
This will excite his thankful aſtoniſhment, 
(c) that he hath manifeſted himſelf to him, 
and not to the world :?* and this, as often as 
he reflects on it, will cauſe him to ſay, 
Whence is this to me? While yet, all he 
{ces of God's word, and his own heart, 
terves to make. him aſhamed, and keep 
him dependent for ſtrength, on the grace 
8 is in Chriſt Jeſus, 6% As in him, 
he had boldneſs of acceſs with confidence 
into this grace wherein he ſtands, ſo as to 
(6) Phil. m. 3. (c) John xiv. 22. 
% Ephel. 111, 12, and Rom. v. 2 = 
rejoice 
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rejoice in hope of the glory of God,” in 
his firſt believing; ſo he finds it — 
to hold * the beginning of his confidence 
ſtedfaſt to the end.” Nor can he find any 
concluſive evidence in his firſt believing, 
that he ſhall certainly perſevere z but 
gladly ſuffers the word of exhortation, 
(e) Let that therefore abide in you, which 
ye have heard from the beginning. If that 
which ye have heard from the beginning 
ſhall remain in you, ye alſo ſhall continue in 
the Son, and in the Father.” And thus it 
appears that we are Chriit's houſe, (/) «If 
we hold faſt- the confidence, and the re- 
joicing of hope firm unto the end.“ 

Thus it is evident, (g) As the hope laid 
up for believers in heaven, is only heard of 
by the word of the truth of the goſpel 2 
ſo it can be rejoiced in no longer than we 
(5) & continue in the faith, grounded and 
ettled, and are not moved away from the 
hope of the goſpel, which we have heard.“ 
While this goſpel ſtands true in the mind of 
any man, and ſo is his faith, he can never 
deſpair, nor be miſerable; whereas he that 
ſeeks his comfort from the manner of be- 
lieving, and not from the truth believed, 
will ever be perplexed to know whether he 
has performed the great work of believing 

(e) 1 John ii. 24, (f/) Heb. iii. 6. 

(g) Col. 1.5. (E) Col. i. 23. | 

in 
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in a right manner. And of conſequence, 
the comfort he gets this way, muſt needs 
be of the ſame ſort with his, who ſaid, 
« God, I thank thee, I am not like other 
men;“ Sc. for it riſes from ſomething he 
has done, which others have not done ; nor 
is the Phariſee behind them in thanking 
God for his aſſiſtance in that which made 
the difference, 

Does the Spirit of God always bear witneſs 
with the Spirit of à believer, to the genuine 
frui!s of faito, white tt continues fruiiful? 
Ves; for (kx) „ if we walk in the light, as 
he is in the light, we have fellowſhip one 
with another, and the blood of Jeſus Chrift 
cleanſeth from all ſin.“ So © that the com- 
forts of love keep pace with the fruits of 
faith; and while he thus proves his own 
work, he has rejoicing in himſelf alone, 
and not in the good opinion another is 
bound to have of him. Therefore, when 
this teſtimony is withdrawn, it is a ſure evi- 
dence and conſequence of diſobedience, and 
unfruitfulneſs; by which we have (!) 
% grieved the holy Spirit of God.“ 

Suppoſe the faith be expreſſed thus, 
m) If God fo loved us we ought allo to 
love one another.” The duty reſulting 
from this, as the fruit and evidence of our 

(+) 1 John i. 7. (/) Ephel. iv. 30. 

(m) 1 John iv. 11, 


= PRO 
believing 


On the work of be Spirit of God, 83 


believing it, will be, that we ( © love not 
in word, nor 1n tongue, but in deed and in 
truth. And hereby we /ha!l kirow that we 
are of the truth, and thall aſſure our hearts 
before him. For it our hearts condemn us, 
God is greater than our hearts, and know- 
eth all things. But if our hearts condemn 
us not, (as deſtitute of love for the truth's 
ſake ) then have we confidence toward God.” 
Now, if hereby wwe know that we are of ihe 
!ruth, it follows, if that whereby we know 
it, fails, then the thing known before, be- 
comes matter ol iuipicion, and fear. And 
s this privilege of rejoicing. in hope, at- 
tends obedience to che tr uth, 72 deing what 
he hath commanded ; ſo likewiſe in faſfer- 
7 according to the will of God: In which 
the Spirit of glory, and of God reſteth upon 
them; {0 that they nave (o) * taken Joy» 


# 


fully the ſpoiling of their goods, knowing 
in th-mſ-lves that they have in heaven a 
bet 1 4 more enduring ſubſtance.“ For 
nothin can be a better proof of our belief 


of, and love to cu truth, than our ſuffering 
all thin 88 for its fake, that we may be 
partakers thereof. This, Paul expreſies 
for the conſolation of the Philippians, call- 
ing it, (7) © an evident token of their ſalva- 


Joh iii. 18—21, () Heb. x. 34. 
J. 


tion.“ 
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tion.“ Only let your converſation be ax 
it becometh the goſpel. Stand faſt in one 
Spirit, with one mind, {triving together for 
the faith of the goſpel ; and in nothing ter- 
rified by your adverſaries : which is to them 
an evident token of perdition, but to you 
of ſalvation, and that of God.“ So that, 
both in doing and ſuffering, the obedient 
Chriſtian findeth that the“ ways of wiſdom, 
are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths 
peace :** for () “ as the ſufferings of 
Chriſt aboundeth in him; ſo his conſolation 
allo aboundeth by Chriſt.” 

From the view now taken of the work 


of the holy Spirit, we may conclude two 
things. 


1. That nothing ought to be concluded 
to be a ſaving work of the Spirit, that does 
not produce the fruits of the Spirit. When 
Ijaiah deſcribes the ſpread of that goſpel 
that is mighty, through God, to pull 
down ſtrong-holds, caſting down imagina- 
tions, and every high thing that exalteth 
itſelf againſt the knowledge of God, and 
bringing into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Chriſt ;** he tells us, (7) * The 
lofty looks of men ſhall be humbled, and 


2) 2 Cor. i. 5. (r) Iſa, ii. 10—18. 


the 
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the haughtineſs of men ſhall be bowed down, 
2nd the Lord alone ſhall be exalted in that 
ay, and the idols ſhall be utterly aboliſhed.” 
And we may ſay, when pride of wiſdom, 
or pride of devotion, alienate the mind 
from the atonement, the Lord alone is not 
exalted z nor the idols of thoſe that are 
under ſuch influence, utterly aboliſhed. Nor 
can any pretenſions to devotion and zeal, 
poſſibly flow from a work of the Spirit of 
God, in ſuch as do not through the Spirit 


mortify the deeds of the body.” 


2. We may alſo conclude, that our dan- 
ger does by no means ariſe from ſuſpicion 
ot our ſtate, but from preſumption about 
it. It is very natural for men to catch at 
any thing that gives them eaſe, peace, or 
pleaſure; and to admire thoſe that miniſter 
any thing to promote them. But, the many 
cautions and warnings with which the icrip- 
tures abound, ſhew, as well as experience, 
tat men are ready to profeſs they know 
God, while in works they deny him; and 
therefore charge us to look diligently leſt we 
3 - 
fail of the grace of God, and to“ take heed 
lelt there be in any of us an evil heart of 
unbelief, Sc.“ God keeps his people from 
talling by tear, 


Now 
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Now unto him that is able to keep ug 
from falling, and to preſent us faultleſs be. 
fore the preſence of his glory with exceeding 
joy, To the only wiſe God our Saviour, be 
glory and majeſty, dominion and power, 
both now and ever. Amen. 
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Queries propoſed and anſwered, 
in the foregoing Sheets. 


. Concerning Knowledge of the True Gop. 


Page 
RE juſt conceptions of the true God effential 
A to acceptable worſhip and to eternal happineſs ? 


I 
Do all that profeſs to believe the ſcriptures know the 
true Cod? = e ww cw cn nn cos 2 


Can the knowledge of the true God be obtained, 
without the ſpecial operation of his Spirit ? — 

Does not he that miſtakes the revealed character of 
God worſhip a falſe or unknown God? — 

Is not the revealed character of God, our only ground 
of truſt and confidence in him? — — — 

Is not every miſtake about acceptance with God, a 


doctrinal denial of the true God? — — 8 
Can he be ſaid to know the true God that does not 
obey him? — — — — — — — 11 


II. Concerning Exhortations. 


Are unbelievers to be exhorted to obey Gov's com- 


mandsp??— = — =_ = — = 12 
May unbelievers be exhorted to do any thing to obtain 


Muſt not unbelievers be exhorted to read and hear the 
word of God, pray, c.? — — — — 16 
How muſt we underſtand exhortations expreſſing ac- 
tivity, as run, fly for refuge, Fc. — — — 21 
May we encourage perſons to believe from conſidera- 
tion of their being convinced of fin? — — 25 
May any thing be propoſed to quiet a guilty conſci- 

ence beſides what ſatisfies juſtice? — — 2 
May a believer recover loſt comfort by reflection on 
paſt experiences? — — — ws — 30 
May 
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May not the moſt promiſing experiences deceive me 


May addreſſes to the conſcience be recommended ; 
any thing but the truth? — — — — 


£ 


III. Concerning juſtifying Faith. 


Is juſtification in any ſenſe or degree by our works 
of body or mind? — — — — — 3 
Is faith a work or exertion of the mind? | 
Is faith a paſſive reception of the divine teſtimony ? . 
Is juſtifying faith diſtinguiſhed only by the thing bil 
lieved? — — — — —— — 


What is that truth believed, which inſures Cavatioh 


How can a teſtimony received paſſively be ſaid ; | 
juſtify? — — — — — — — 5 

Can men be juſtified by the faith of devils? — 

May not every truth of the goſpel be believed and 
man not juſtified? == } 


* * * * 5 
Can a man rejoice in the goſpe! truth, without perſona 
aſſurance of {alvation? — — — — 5 


IV. The Work of the Spirit. 


Is the agency of the Spirit neceſſary to make the go 
pel eftectual? — — — — — — 60 
Does the Spirit perform any work on the hearts 0 
men, by any other inſtrument than the word of 
God.... ew oe mw on Go 62 | 
Is there any vital principle of ſpiritual life beſides the 
truth ? — — — — — — — 67 3 
Are faith, hope and love, inherent graces ſeparatell 
from the in-dwelling truth? — — — — 6 


What are the witneſs, earneſt and ſeal of the Spirit! 
| 73 

May we not rejoice in the truth of our faith, hope and 
love, when they are proved to be genuine? — 78 
Does the Spirit of God always bear witneſs with the 


Spirit of the believer to his adoption while he 18 
"» 0 4 — 


